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GERRIT BLAAUW
Resistance, Family and Reprisal on the North Veluwe, 1945

Revised cumulative English research edition | 29 October 2026

A chronological, source-aware historical narrative with the complete illustrated research dossier and

subsequent update preserved in the same volume.

Editorial guide

This edition is arranged for reading rather than as a sequence of research addenda. Part I integrates the

established story and later findings into chronological chapters. Part II reproduces all 63 pages of the earlier

illustrated research booklet, including archival images, maps, captions and references. Part III reproduces all

11 pages of the later family research update, including its additional scans and source leads. The

documentary parts remain intact to ensure no evidence is lost. Some repetition between Parts II and III is

intentional; Part I is the preferred narrative starting point.

Dates, names and attributions are not silently harmonized. Where the records disagree, the differences

remain visible. Recent correspondence is cited as correspondence, not promoted to contemporary historical

proof. Living persons’ private contact details are excluded.

Contents — Part I: Revised narrative
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Part II: Complete 63-page illustrated booklet (original pagination retained).
Part III: Complete 11-page October update (original pagination retained).



Family and the North Veluwe

Geographical context and Gerrit Blaauw’s portrait, placed alongside the opening family

history.
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Gerrit Blaauw
Resistance, family and reprisal on the North Veluwe, 1945

Portrait identified as Gerrit Blaauw by the Municipality of
Elburg; original exposure and photographer not established.
Figure 3. [7,19]

Abstract

Gerrit Blaauw (1907–1945), a Doornspijk distribution official and father of five, belonged to the Netherlands
Interior Forces’ Doornspijk group, “Old Putten” section. Local accounts connect a Spitfire crash near his
home with the arrest of his fourteen-year-old son Henk. They say Gerrit went to secure his release and was
detained. Gerrit was held at De Kruisberg and executed at Woeste Hoeve on 8 March 1945 as part of the
German reprisal for the unintended attack on Hanns Albin Rauter. His body was later exhumed from the
Heidehof mass grave and reburied at Oosterwolde. [4,5,7,22,43,46,53]

This study places Gerrit, his work and his family at its centre. David Blair’s evasion explains the aircraft incident and the
subsequent investigation; it does not itself prove that Gerrit personally sheltered him. The documentary appendices present
the archival, newspaper and illustrative evidence behind this account. [54]
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Geographical setting: a wartime map

Figure 35. German military map, Topographische Karte der Niederlande 1:200000, Ausgabe Nr. 1, sheet 3, Zwolle. Published Utrecht, 1943; marginal dates “Stand XII 42” and “III 43.” Full
sheet reproduced, including scale and marginal information. UC Berkeley Library, WWII Captured German Military Maps, G6000 s200.G47, record 105637; image
b24387408x_C119140374.jpg. [57]

This map predates the February–March 1945 events and preserves wartime roads, railways, settlements and the IJsselmeer shoreline. It is a geographic source, not evidence of Gerrit’s
route or particular safe houses. The next page enlarges the North Veluwe locality.

GERRIT BLAAUW | RESISTANCE, FAMILY AND REPRISAL 5

Reviewed research edition | 6 October 2026



Reading the North Veluwe map

Figure 36. Enlarged, unaltered local detail of Figure 35. The IJsselmeer lies to the northwest; Elburg, Doornspijk, Oldebroek,
Oosterwolde, Nunspeet and the approaches to Zwolle belong to the locality of the family and aircraft episode. Consult the
full sheet for its original scale; enlargement changes the printed scale. [57]

Places and their roles in the account

Place Role and source boundary

Elburg / Doornspijk / Winterdijk Family home, distribution work, crash and arrest accounts. Exact addresses and
routes are not plotted. [4,7,43,46,53]

Oosterwolde Reburial recorded on 15 May 1945. The municipal designation and cemetery
register require comparison. [44,46,47]

Apeldoorn / Woeste Hoeve /
Heidehof

Detention account, execution and recorded exhumation; south of this map’s core
coverage. [22,46,53]

Doetinchem / De Kruisberg Prison detention before the reprisal; outside the enlarged view. [22,46]

Putten Separate October 1944 roundup; not Huize Old Putten near Elburg. [16,56]

The wartime map is used for the principal North Veluwe setting. The later crash diagram and memorial panel in Appendix B
remain modern illustrations with their own provenance. No line on either historical map is presented as a reconstructed
evasion or prisoner transport route.
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1. Gerrit and his family

Gerrit Blaauw was born on 6 May 1907 in Oldebroek. His parents were Hendrik Blaauw and Hendrikje Flier.

He married Jannetje Fikse, born 6 September 1911 in Doornspijk, on 7 March 1929. Early records and family

histories describe his work as a driver or bus operator before his later position in the distribution service at

Elburg. His family lived in the Doornspijk/Oosterwolde area, including an address recorded as H-153, post

Elburg. [17,43,44]

Gerrit and Jannetje had five children: Hendrik (“Henk”), born 4 June 1930; Dirkje, 15 March 1932; Batje, 22

June 1934; Gerritje, 21 September 1936; and Johan, 28 April 1940. These dates are preserved in postwar

municipal records. Henk was fourteen when the aircraft landed in February 1945. The later family history

matters because Gerrit’s death left Jannetje with five young children. [43,49]

The administrative sources identify Gerrit’s mother as Hendrikje Flier, but give slightly different readings for

her February 1877 birth date. The original civil record is needed to settle that detail. The 1946 mayoral

response also corrected an erroneous 1908 birth year to 1907. [43,44]

2. Resistance before February 1945

Gerrit’s position at the Elburg distribution office placed him close to the ration cards and papers that could be

indispensable to people hiding from the German occupation. Local biographies credit him with securing

coupons for people in hiding, carrying messages and other resistance activities. These descriptions are

historically important, but the underlying documents for every individual operation have not been recovered.

[7,17,19,22]

The strongest direct evidence of organized affiliation is a signed answer dated 31 October 1946 from the

mayor of Doornspijk to a Ministry of War enquiry. It calls Gerrit a “very active” member of the Netherlands

Interior Forces (NBS), Doornspijk group, “Old Putten” section. A printed postwar LO resistance history

includes Gerrit’s portrait and identifies a Raad van Verzet (RvV) connection. Its short notation records arrest

on 13 February 1945 on suspicion of helping pilots. These sources corroborate resistance involvement but

do not provide a full personal operations log. [6,43]

“Old Putten” refers here to a resistance section. Huize Old Putten, raided in February 1945, and the town of

Putten, subjected to a separate German atrocity in October 1944, are distinct historical references. No

inspected source proves that Gerrit was at the Huize Old Putten raid or that it caused his arrest. [16,31,32,43]

3. The Spitfire and David Blair

On 6 February 1945, Spitfire TA837 of No. 349 (Belgian) Squadron RAF made a forced landing near the

Winterdijk in the Oosterwolde area after anti-aircraft fire. Aircraft-loss records, local accounts and a

first-person evasion narrative establish the general sequence, though they differ over details such as the

departure time and some locations. [2,3,16,36,54]

The pilot is best identified as David Blair. The London Gazette entry published on 13 March 1945 connects

enlisted number 1514313, the name David Blair and commissioned officer number 190913, with the

commission effective 19 December 1944. The apparent mismatch between the two numbers is therefore

explained by different service-number systems, rather than necessarily indicating two men. Some Dutch

retrospective accounts call him Dick Blair, and other compiled sources have used Donald; these variant

names should be reported as source variants rather than erased. [37; October 2026 National Archives

correspondence]



Resistance and official records

The LO history and the postwar mayoral confirmation of resistance affiliation.
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Figure 4. Printed page 203 of the digitised LO resistance history. Gerrit’s portrait, RvV association and pilot-assistance

suspicion appear together. Reproduced as a documentary source; scan hosted by Stichting LO-LKP. [6]

A.7 Printed history and contemporary mourning

The printed LO history records an RvV association and an arrest on suspicion of pilot assistance. It does not
identify David Blair or establish a particular encounter. The following newspaper plates record the family’s
public notice and the report of Gerrit’s body at Beekbergen. The Hague card records exhumation from
Heidehof; the exact recovery and identification sequence remains to be checked. [6,42,53]
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Figure 21. Ministry of War enquiry and mayor’s reply. 26–31 October 1946. [43]

The Ministry asks for next of kin, corrected personal data and service in the Binnenlandse Strijdkrachten. The mayor replies on
31 October: five minor children, birth 6 May 1907, death 8 March 1945, and very active membership of the Doornspijk group, Old
Putten section.

A.8.1 Archival facsimile 1 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0014.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Spitfire TA837 and the helpers

Photographs, the crash site, squadron aircraft, the local memorial and the evasion

testimony.
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Figure 32. Portrait identified by the user as Blair. This is the same
composition as the locally captioned portrait in Figure 5; it adds a
supplied copy, not an independent identification. Photographer and
date remain unknown. Surface marks and image edges are
preserved. [36,55]

The accompanying report image (Figure 33) is the most
consequential new evidence for the pilot’s route. It is a
first-person typescript headed “1. EVASION.” The visible date
marking reads “7 Jul 45.” [54]

Attribution and evidentiary weight

The user identifies the page as Blair’s evasion report. Its date, departure base, crash area and return chronology
fit the Blair case. However, the supplied image contains no name, service number, squadron, aircraft serial or
report number. It is therefore treated as a primary narrative provisionally attributed to Blair, not as a fully
authenticated copy of the indexed MI9 report 3058. That archival association should be checked against the
complete file and its identifying sheet. [3,13,54]

What the page changes

Crash and first assistance. It describes flak and a crash landing, followed by help from an unnamed
English-speaking boy, a bicycle journey, a hut, civilian clothing, and two Dutch policemen. It does not describe
parachuting or returning to recover a parachute. [54]

Dates. It gives 6 February and 11:45 for take-off; departure from the underground headquarters on 21 February;
Apeldoorn on 20 March; movement west on 21 March; liberation on 18 April; and arrival in Britain on 20 April.
[54]

Limits. It names no helper or Blaauw family member, no arrest, and no execution. “7 Jul 45.” is a document
marking; its administrative meaning cannot be settled from this crop alone. [54]

Appendix B. Blair and the aircraft evidence
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Figure 33. Supplied image IMG_9761.jpeg, reproduced in full, including border, orange overprint and date marking.
The visible narrative is transcribed on the following page. No source watermark has been removed and no faded
lettering has been reconstructed. [54]

The page is strong evidence for what this first-person account says. Authentication of the complete archival
document is a separate question. The close agreement with the local panel may reflect the panel’s use of this
report; it must not automatically be counted as independent corroboration. The original file would also help
resolve faint wording and the anomalous “a.m.” time.

B.2 Evasion narrative: supplied source image
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Reading transcription of Figure 33. Line breaks and capitalization are regularized; wording and the apparent time error are
retained. Square brackets identify uncertain reading or editorial comment. The final distance appears to read “16 kms.” but is
faint. [54]

1. EVASION.

I took off from GILZE RIJN at 1145 hrs. on 6 Feb 45 on an Armd. Recce covering N. Eastern HOLLAND. I
was hit by flak and crash-landed 8 miles S.W. of ZWOLLE at 12.15. a.m. 6 Feb 45.

A crowd had gathered round the aircraft, so I asked a young boy who could speak English to hide me from the
Germans. He got a bike and we rode 8 kms. in the area of ELBURG. I was taken to a hut, where I waited until
nightfall. A man came with a note written in English which said an organisation would help me to escape. I was
taken to a house where I was given civilian clothes (name unknown). I was then taken by two Dutch policemen
to another house where I spent the night (name unknown).

Next morning a man called for me and took me to a house which was the H.Q. of the Underground Movement
of that area. I stayed there until 21 Feb 45. The Germans had caught many of the movement, so I had to move. I
was taken to a house nearby, where I was sheltered for a month.

On the morning of 20 Mar 45 I was taken by bicycle to APELDOORN. I was left at a house and stayed the night
(name unknown). On 21 Mar 45 I was taken by bicycle [16 kms.?] West, where I spent the night (name
unknown). In the morning I was taken to a nearby farm where I was sheltered until 18 Apr. That morning a
forward column of S.A.S. troops came into the town and I was liberated. I arrived back in the U.K. on 20 Apr
45.

Visible date marking: 7 Jul 45.

Editorial notes

“Armd. Recce” means armed reconnaissance; H.Q. means headquarters. The typed “a.m.” at 12:15 would precede the stated
11:45 take-off on the same date, so a midday landing is the contextual interpretation. “A month” is approximate: 21 February to
20 March is 27 days. The narrative describes a farm near a town, but does not name either. “Next morning” makes the first
headquarters arrival 7 February and the farm arrival 22 March by inference; neither date is separately typed.

B.3 Transcription and editorial notes
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Figure 1. Supplement to the London Gazette, 13 March 1945, p. 1375. In the left column, the entry for 1514313 David BLAIR

(190913) is dated 19 December 1944. The notice provides a contemporary link between the two service identifiers and the

name David. [1]

B.5 Pilot identity and aircraft illustrations

The Gazette establishes a service and commission identity; it does not authenticate the supplied evasion page.
The following plates distinguish portraits, modern memorial interpretation and representative squadron
imagery. The local panel and helper account are compared in B.4, rather than merged into a single route.
[1,36,41,54]
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Photographic evidence: Blair and his helpers

Figure 5. David Blair, as identified by the local TA837 history site.
The identifying caption is part of the source image. Original
photographer, date and family/archive provenance remain unknown. It
has not been matched with a service-file photograph. [36]

Figure 6. Henk Baud and Kitta outside Nova Zembla on De Haere, shortly after liberation. Credit: Archief Wolter
Noordman, Heerde, via Elburg in Oorlogstijd. The photograph shows the helpers and hideout; Blair’s stay is supported
by the accompanying testimony, not his presence in the picture. [16]
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Old Putten and the hideout network

Figure 7. Huis Old Putten, 2010. Modern view of the property associated with the resistance group and February
1945 raid. It is not Nova Zembla. Photograph: Kasteelbeer, via Wikimedia Commons / Mijn Gelderland; host credit CC
BY-SA, version unspecified. Image scaled without cropping. [37]

Source comparison: household sequence

Stage Helper account [16] Memorial panel [36]

De Haere Departure on 16 February. Early route includes several additional helpers.

Zwaluwenburg About one week with J. Akster. Names Jan Akster. Identity match is plausible,
not proved.

Oldebroek Then the Hagen family. Names Corrie Hagen; 19 February–19 March.

Apeldoorn Second half of March. 20 March; farther south the next day.
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The TA837 memorial and interpretation panel

Figure 8. TA837 memorial at Winterdijk. Downloaded from Oldebroek in
Oorlogstijd; photographer and exposure date not supplied. Credit to Arjan
Vrieze applies to the separate TracesOfWar photographs, not
automatically to this file. [11,36]

Figure 9, below. Published panel artwork. A modern interpretation,
including a portrait, map, helper names and dates. The inset Spitfire
photograph is illustrative; no provenance establishes it as TA837. [36]

The panel is retained at its downloaded resolution. Its claims are compared with the helper account in the narrative
and Appendix B.4; it is not used to authenticate its own underlying testimony.
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Additional location evidence

Figure 12. Local source’s crash-location diagram. The source identifies the circled field as the emergency-landing
location and the arrow’s starting point as the memorial. This reproduces the source’s placement; the aerial base, date
and positional accuracy are unspecified. It is not an independently surveyed coordinate fix. [36]

What this image adds

The memorial’s position should not be used as the aircraft’s precise stopping point. The panel describes a walk
of about 600 metres along the dyke to the landing location. That distance is a route instruction from a later
display, not a measured crash-site radius. The photograph and diagram together clarify why a map pin at the
memorial and the field location can differ. [36]

Reproduction record

Source: Oldebroek in Oorlogstijd, TA837 page; image file img_smsta837_locatie-1.jpg. Retrieved and inspected 6 October 2026.
Displayed without alteration except proportional scaling. The available file is 565 × 288 pixels; no invented detail has been
added.

GERRIT BLAAUW | RESISTANCE, FAMILY AND REPRISAL 41

Reviewed research edition | 6 October 2026



349 Squadron: wartime aircraft and insignia

Figure 13. Spitfire IXCs of No. 349 (Belgian) Squadron RAF at Friston, Sussex. Official wartime photograph by
F/O A. Goodchild; Imperial War Museums, Air Ministry collection, CH 12434. The catalogue describes the aircraft in
snow before the squadron joined 2 TAF. This supplies squadron context; neither TA837 nor Blair is identified in the
image. Wikimedia Commons records the photograph as public domain under expired Crown copyright. [41]

Figure 14. Badge reproduced as that of 349 Squadron. Source: the local
TA837 page. The displayed words identify the Belgian squadron; the
artwork’s maker and date are not stated. This emblem provides unit context,
not evidence about an individual sortie or pilot. [36]
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Aircraft illustration from the TA837 history page

Figure 15. Spitfire in flight, used by Oldebroek in Oorlogstijd to illustrate its TA837 article. The visible aircraft
markings differ from TA837. The host supplies no photographer, exposure date or full airframe identification. It is
reproduced as a general aircraft illustration, not as a wartime photograph of Blair’s machine. Source file:
img_spitfire.jpg. [36]

How to read the aircraft images

Figure 13 has a museum catalogue identity and a direct connection to 349 Squadron. Figure 15 is an illustrative
photograph hosted beside the local crash narrative. The Spitfire inset on the memorial panel is another
illustration whose aircraft identity is not established here. None authenticates the individual airframe TA837.
The loss register and operational records remain the relevant evidence for that identification. [2,36,41]

Image treatment: proportional scaling only. Original markings, borders and source image content are preserved; no
colourisation, reconstruction or sharpening has been applied.
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The helpers’ account and its family context

Figure 16. Postwar family photograph accompanying “Uniek document.” The source’s media title is gezin 1957
(“family 1957”). The article concerns Henk Baud, Kitta and the family transmission of her account, but provides no
individual image caption. The identities of the four sitters and exact occasion are therefore not asserted here.
Photographer and original ownership are unspecified. Source: Elburg in Oorlogstijd. [16]

The image documents the article’s family context; it does not independently verify Blair’s movements. The separately reproduced
Nova Zembla photograph (Figure 6) has the more specific source description and archive credit.
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An attributed first-person evasion page describes help from an English-speaking boy, a bicycle ride, shelter

in a hut, civilian clothes, and assistance by two Dutch policemen. It does not name the boy or the Blaauw

family. Local histories identify Henk Blaauw as the boy associated with the aircraft and recovered equipment.

Linking the unnamed boy in Blair’s account to Henk is a reasonable comparison but not an explicit

identification in that page. [4,5,22,54]

The later 1970 Elburger Courant retrospective places the landing opposite Huize Morren, near Ezelshoek,

and describes Henk helping the pilot to a work hut near Waaskolk. It names Aalberta van Hattem in

connection with a bicycle and police officers Van Heerde and Oolbekkink in the subsequent assistance. Its

detailed local recollections deserve attention, while OCR errors and retrospective dating mean the original

newspaper image remains the authority for exact wording. [1970 newspaper; October 2026 update]

4. Henk’s arrest and Gerrit’s detention

Local accounts say Henk came under German suspicion because of objects associated with the aircraft,

including a parachute and rubber dinghy. The accounts differ about whether he was detained during a return

to the wreck or after a search uncovered material. The 1970 retrospective places his arrest on 13 February

1945; other records and interpretations need comparison before the precise sequence can be stated as

definitive. [4,5,22; October 2026 update]

The local narrative says Gerrit went to the German authorities after being told he could collect his son,

despite knowing he himself was wanted, and was arrested. This is an important family story, but it rests

chiefly on later accounts. A 1954 war-grave questionnaire independently supports his arrest at Elburg and

detention at De Kruisberg, without establishing the precise dialogue or motive. The LO history records arrest

on 13 February on suspicion of pilot assistance. [6,7,22,46]

Later biographies place Gerrit first at the Koning Willem III barracks in Apeldoorn and then at De Kruisberg

prison in Doetinchem. The surviving 1954 administrative record confirms De Kruisberg but does not give his

cell, exact arrival date or complete transport sequence. These are outstanding questions, not facts to

reconstruct from assumption. [7,19,22,46]

5. Woeste Hoeve, 8 March 1945

On the night of 6–7 March 1945, resistance fighters attempting to obtain a vehicle for transporting meat fired

on the car carrying Hanns Albin Rauter near Woeste Hoeve. Rauter survived seriously wounded; his driver

and adjutant were killed. The German occupation authorities carried out mass reprisals on 8 March. The

researched memorial records describe 274 executions across several sites, including 117 at Woeste Hoeve.

Gerrit was among those shot there, having already been in custody for weeks. [15,22,40,45,46]

The official postwar correspondence and war-grave forms establish 8 March 1945 as Gerrit’s death date. The

Apeldoorn civil death register, entry 795, records his death at 9 a.m. and was registered on 14 May 1945; it

names his wife Jannetje Fikse and parents Hendrik Blaauw and Hendrikje Flier. A family death notice used

an approximate date, “around 9 March”; that contemporaneous uncertainty should be retained without

displacing the later confirmed date. [42–47; October 2026 update]

Gerrit was executed in retaliation for an attack in which no reviewed source places him as a participant. His

documented earlier resistance work, the suspected pilot-assistance case and the subsequent German

reprisal are connected historically, but they are not the same event. [22,43–46]



The arrest and the reprisals

Wartime and memorial imagery relating to the Rauter attack and the Woeste Hoeve

executions.
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Figure 34. Rauter’s car after the attack, as presented by Doetinchem Herdenkt. Site credit: Beeldbank WO2-NIOD.
Photographer, precise exposure date and original catalogue number are not given. The supplied web image is
reproduced without restoration. [22]

The attack and the prisoners

The site dates the shooting to the night of 6–7 March 1945. Resistance members intended to seize a truck to
transport meat; the encounter with Rauter was unintended. He survived serious wounds; his driver and adjutant
died. The German reprisal on 8 March killed 274 men, including 117 at Woeste Hoeve. Of those 117, the site
identifies 25 prisoners from De Kruisberg, including Gerrit Blaauw. [22]

Reference [22] previously covered only an excerpt. The full page is now examined. Its Blaauw biography says
Henk was arrested at the wreck; the museum account emphasizes the search and discovery of the parachute.
This is a sequence difference to retain, not silently reconcile. [4,22]

The photo illustrates the triggering incident, not Blaauw’s presence there. His detention and execution are
separately supported by the Dutch archival records. No evidence examined places him among the attackers.
[43,45,46]

Appendix C. Rauter and the reprisal

Evidence and limits
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Figure 10. Woeste Hoeve memorial. General view published with Gerrit’s local biography. Photographer and date
unspecified. This is the later memorial, not the execution scene. [18]

Figure 11. Names detail. G. Blaauw appears at the top of the right group. Photograph: Gouwenaar, 13 October 2017; existing
cropped version, Wikimedia Commons CC0 1.0, reproduced via Elburg in Oorlogstijd. [18,38]

C.3 Woeste Hoeve: memorial and names
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Figure 18. Woeste Hoeve memorial inscription. The Dutch text commemorates those murdered here on the morning of 8
March 1945. Source: Elburg in Oorlogstijd’s Gerrit Blaauw biography, file 2013k.jpg; the filename alone is insufficient to establish
an exposure date. Photographer unspecified. This detail complements the full memorial and names photographs (Figures
10–11). [18]

C.4 Civilian consequences and
commemoration

Figure 17. Portrait published with Museum Sjoel Elburg’s account of
Rieny Jacobs at Winterdijk 28. The museum’s image filename
identifies Rieny Jacobs. It gives no photographer or date. The
account connects fear after Gerrit’s arrest with her removal to another
hiding address. This illustrates the wider civilian consequences
discussed in Section 3. [4]
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6. Jannetje, the funeral and the grave

The Elburger Courant of 15 May 1945 reported that Jannetje had been informed that Gerrit’s body had been

found in a mass grave in the Beekbergen area. The Hague identification card records exhumation from

Heidehof, but does not supply a precise recovery date or method of identification. Historian Willem van Norel

later wrote that resistance worker Gerrit Kanis identified Gerrit’s body in 1945; this valuable statement still

requires comparison with original identification records. [42,53; Van Norel correspondence]

Gerrit was reburied at Oosterwolde on 15 May 1945, as recorded on later war-grave forms and in the

contemporary funeral coverage printed on 18 May. The funeral report describes readings from Romans

8:28–39 and 2 Timothy 4:6–8, as well as remarks by clergy, civic representatives and resistance associates.

These readings do not establish which passage Gerrit may have marked in his personal Bible. [44,46,52; 18

May 1945 clipping]

War-grave correspondence continued long afterward. Forms identify an Oosterwolde grave as first class,

number 8; other cemetery numbering in compiled records may represent a different numbering scheme and

requires verification. A 1972 draft form proposed transfer to Loenen but was unsigned. It cannot prove a

transfer occurred. Letters from 1972 and 1973 concern grave maintenance and contact with Jannetje.

[47–52]

7. The pilot’s escape and postwar connections

The first-person narrative attributed to Blair describes leaving an underground headquarters on 21 February,

moving through several hiding places, travelling to Apeldoorn in March, encountering an SAS forward column

on 18 April and returning to Britain on 20 April 1945. A helper’s account gives 16 February for one transfer

where the attributed pilot page says 21 February. The narrative’s 12:15 “a.m.” landing time is inconsistent

with the recorded late-morning takeoff. These differences are retained rather than silently repaired.

[2,16,36,54]

Research correspondence dated 28 October 2026 confirms that the researcher had purchased MI9 evasion

report WO 208/3327, report 3058, and identifies Blair’s birth date from that statement as 25 June 1921.

Correspondence with The National Archives also explains that many RAF personnel records are not yet fully

catalogued. Three possible AIR 84 files with nonmatching birth dates were identified as uncertain, not

confirmed records of this pilot. [National Archives correspondence, 28 October 2026]

A particularly important new lead concerns Blair’s family after the war. In an email of 28 October 2026,

historian Willem van Norel reported finding an Elburger Courant article dated 8 May 1971 stating that Blair’s

wife visited resistance helper Hendrik Boeve in 1971 and heard additional stories about her husband. The

original 1971 newspaper article has not been independently transcribed for this edition. It is therefore not yet

possible to identify her by name or quote the stories accurately. This finding deserves a dedicated source

examination because it may link the airman’s family with the surviving Dutch helpers decades after the

escape. [Van Norel email, 28 October 2026]



The widow, funeral and burial

Contemporary newspaper coverage, family notice and official burial documentation.
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Figure 31. Haags Gemeentearchief, 0432-01, inventory 4054, scan 0025. Undated identification card, reproduced in
full. “Identified persons” is the surviving heading; the other printed category headings are crossed out. [53]

Translation of the completed fields

Name: BLAAUW, GERRIT. Born: 6 May 1908, Oldebroek [as typed]. Residence: on the Winterdijk,
Doornspijk. Particulars: “Was executed by shooting on [day unclear]–3–1945 at Woeste Hoeve in the
municipality of Apeldoorn. The body was exhumed from the Heidehof mass grave.” The fields for political
offence, military/civilian status and dossier number are unfilled. [53]

What this adds

This directly documents a recorded exhumation from Heidehof, supporting a link between the earlier newspaper
discovery report and the later reburial records. It supplies no exhumation date, identifying method or
burial-register entry. The birth year 1908 conflicts with the mayor’s 1946 correction to 1907 and the later OGS
forms. The shared erroneous year may reflect information circulating between records, but transmission from
this particular card is not proved. [42–44,46,53]

The indistinct execution-day character is not silently read as 8; the established 8 March date rests on the other cited records.
Blank fields do not establish absence of resistance activity. No pilot, aircraft, arrest narrative or family member is named here.
The card itself bears no visible creation date or signature.

A.6 Hague identification card: Heidehof
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Contemporary newspaper: report to Blaauw’s wife

Source. Elburger Courant, Tuesday 15 May 1945, no. 83, continued 52nd year, p. 1. The issue carries a brief
Oosterwolde (Winterdijk) item amid regional news. The masthead above and the extract below are crops of the
supplied digitised original. [42]

Figure 19. Local report on finding Gerrit Blaauw’s body. In translation: the wife of G. Blaauw, formerly taken
prisoner by the Germans, had received word that her husband’s body was found in a mass grave at Beekbergen. The
newspaper says “as we hear”; it does not name the person who informed her, give a date for discovery, or report an
exhumation record. [42]

The newspaper records family notification without a recovery date. The Hague identification card expressly
records exhumation from Heidehof. Their precise geographic and administrative relationship requires the
original recovery and cemetery records. [42,53]
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Contemporary newspaper: the family notice

Figure 20. Family death notice for Gerrit Blaauw. Elburger Courant, 15 May 1945, p. 2. It names Jannetje Fikse as
his wife; the widow signs for herself and the children from Winterdijk, Doornspijk, with a notice date of 12 May. The
item says he was nearly 38 and executed near Woeste Hoeve “around 9 March 1945.” The print date of the issue and
the notice date are distinct. [42]

The family’s approximate date does not override the 8 March 1945 execution date recorded by the memorial and war-grave
accounts. Its value is direct evidence of the family’s wording, relationship and contemporary knowledge. Neither this notice nor
the p. 1 report mentions Blair or specifies the later reburial date. [7,15,19,42]

GERRIT BLAAUW | RESISTANCE, FAMILY AND REPRISAL 22

Reviewed research edition | 6 October 2026



Figure 22. OGS identity and family questionnaire. January 1954. [44]

The amended form records birth on 6 May 1907, death on 8 March 1945, reburial on 15 May 1945, grave no. 8, distribution
service employment, Jannetje Fikse and his parents. Its header day is difficult to read; the year and month are clear.

A.8.2 Archival facsimile 2 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0002.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.

GERRIT BLAAUW | RESISTANCE, FAMILY AND REPRISAL 24

Reviewed research edition | 6 October 2026



Figure 23. Questionnaire reverse: death and political reliability. 1954; stamp 18 March 1954. [45]

The response states execution at Woeste Hoeve in connection with the attack on Rauter and work in the underground. The
Justice Ministry stamp reports no archival indication of political conduct leading to punishment under the special postwar
jurisdiction.

A.8.3 Archival facsimile 3 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0003.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 24. OGS grave and circumstances questionnaire. 19 February 1954. [46]

Records arrest at Elburg, confinement at the Kruisberg in Doetinchem, and execution on 8 March at Woeste Hoeve in reprisal for
the attack on Rauter. Reburial: 15 May 1945 at Oosterwolde; grave no. 8, middle/new part.

A.8.4 Archival facsimile 4 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0004.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 25. Grave inspection report. 16 May 1955 (date reading tentative). [47]

Lists Oosterwolde, class 1, number 8; no section or row is specified. It records one occupant, space for one more, the
municipality as owner/lessee, and condition “good.” The handwritten year appears to be 55.

A.8.5 Archival facsimile 5 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0015.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 26. Municipal address confirmation for the widow. 27 June 1961. [48]

Oldebroek’s population office confirms the address of Mrs J. Blaauw-Fikse at Mheenweg Zuid 8. This is a postwar contact
record, not the wartime family address. The 1972 typed letter spells the street “Mehneweg.”

A.8.6 Archival facsimile 6 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0008.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 27. Municipal note on the five children. 10 April 1972. [49]

Repeats all five children’s birth dates and notes transfers out of the municipality in 1940, 1961, 1963 and 1965. These are
population-register movements; they do not describe resistance activity.

A.8.7 Archival facsimile 7 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0006.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 28. OGS letter concerning grave maintenance. 9 May 1972; dispatched 10 May. [50]

The OGS writes to the widow that the entire grave, including stone and surround, should be cleaned. It describes the grave as
private and explains its limited authority. The page ends mid-letter; its continuation is not among the supplied scans.

A.8.8 Archival facsimile 8 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0010.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 29. Prepared consent form for transfer to Loenen. Prepared for 1972; unsigned. [51]

A prefilled form proposes exhumation from Oosterwolde, class 1, no. 8, and transfer to Loenen. The signature and exact date
are blank. This copy proves neither consent nor a completed transfer.

A.8.9 Archival facsimile 9 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0012.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 30. Handwritten maintenance follow-up. 21 May 1973. [52]

The note again records birth 6 May 1907, execution 8 March 1945 and reburial 15 May 1945. It calls for maintenance, says the
widow is still alive, and notes that an approach in 1972 had produced no result; the precise scope of that remark is unspecified.

A.8.10 Archival facsimile 10 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0009.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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8. New documentary and archival research

The latest family correspondence also clarifies that Willem van Norel visited Henk Blaauw and his wife in

early 2025, most recently recalled as February 2025, although an earlier message mentioned January.

Henk’s wife died in December 2025 according to the family correspondence; an earlier suggestion that she

was alive in February 2026 was mistaken. Willem recalled the possibility that a small Bible with an underlined

passage survived Gerrit’s imprisonment. Neither its location nor the exact passage is known. [Van Norel

correspondence, August–October 2026]

On 28 October 2026 the family enquired of Stichting Doetinchem Herdenkt about the original prison records

behind Gerrit’s detention at De Kruisberg. Secretary Martine Goedhart replied that the enquiry would be

discussed at a meeting the following week. No prisoner card, cell list or transport record was supplied in the

reviewed reply. A separate enquiry sought a name search in Netherlands archival collection 2.09.08,

inventory 461, concerning the so-called Apeldoorn Case and Sicherheitsdienst crimes. No result of that

search is yet confirmed. [Research emails, 28 October 2026]

A distinct family connection concerns Wijnand Rekers (1919–2010) and the Verscholen Dorp near

Vierhouten, as described in the researcher’s family correspondence. It provides context for a wider family

interest in Dutch resistance history, but is not evidence that Wijnand Rekers and Gerrit Blaauw operated

together. [Family correspondence, August 2026]

9. Chronology, evidence and unresolved questions

• 6 May 1907 — Gerrit born in Oldebroek (administrative records).

• 7 March 1929 — Marriage to Jannetje Fikse (family and civil compilations).

• Before February 1945 — Distribution office employment and resistance involvement (1946 mayoral

statement; LO and local histories).

• 6 February 1945 — Spitfire TA837 forced landing near Oosterwolde (loss register and local accounts).

• 13 February 1945 — Henk’s arrest and Gerrit’s detention in local narratives; LO note dates Gerrit’s arrest to

this day.

• 8 March 1945 — Gerrit executed at Woeste Hoeve (civil registration and official postwar records).

• 15 May 1945 — Reburial at Oosterwolde (war-grave forms and funeral coverage).

• 8 May 1971 — Newspaper item later identified as reporting Blair’s wife visiting Hendrik Boeve.

• 28 October 2026 — New correspondence on the 1971 newspaper, RAF records and prison research.

Priority open questions: obtain the original 1971 article; verify the full MI9 identifying pages and named

helpers; obtain the German or Dutch arrest/prison records; clarify Gerrit Kanis’s role in identification;

reconcile grave numbers and any proposed transfer; find Gerrit’s Bible; and resolve remaining timing

discrepancies among the 1945, 1970 and later accounts.



GERRIT BLAAUW  |  REVISED ENGLISH EDITION  |  29 OCTOBER 2026 6

10. Sources and guide to preserved records

References [1]–[56] and their image-provenance notes are preserved in Part II, especially its original pages

49–53. The additional newspaper, death-register and archive leads are preserved in Part III. This narrative

uses the bracketed numbering of the earlier booklet where applicable; newer correspondence is named in

the text. A source cited as a lead remains a lead until the original is inspected.

• 31 October 1946: signed mayoral reply on NBS affiliation and family (Part II, archival plates).

• 1954–1973: OGS identity, death, burial and grave-maintenance correspondence (Part II, plates and source

register).

• 15 and 18 May 1945: Elburger Courant notices and funeral coverage (Parts II–III).

• 27 February 1970: retrospective Elburger Courant account (Parts II–III).

• 8 May 1971: Elburger Courant item identified by Willem van Norel, original text still to be reviewed.

• October 2026: correspondence with Willem van Norel, The National Archives and Stichting Doetinchem

Herdenkt.

Preservation note: the two complete earlier PDFs follow as documentary sections. They retain their original pagination, historical
images, source notes and any unresolved interpretations. The revised Part I should be used for the latest integrated account.



Complete archival research record

The original 63-page illustrated booklet and subsequent 11-page report are retained

without removing any pages or source material. The principal illustrations are also

reproduced earlier next to their narrative subjects.
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Gerrit Blaauw
Resistance, family and reprisal on the North Veluwe, 1945

Portrait identified as Gerrit Blaauw by the Municipality of
Elburg; original exposure and photographer not established.
Figure 3. [7,19]

Abstract

Gerrit Blaauw (1907–1945), a Doornspijk distribution official and father of five, belonged to the Netherlands
Interior Forces’ Doornspijk group, “Old Putten” section. Local accounts connect a Spitfire crash near his
home with the arrest of his fourteen-year-old son Henk. They say Gerrit went to secure his release and was
detained. Gerrit was held at De Kruisberg and executed at Woeste Hoeve on 8 March 1945 as part of the
German reprisal for the unintended attack on Hanns Albin Rauter. His body was later exhumed from the
Heidehof mass grave and reburied at Oosterwolde. [4,5,7,22,43,46,53]

This study places Gerrit, his work and his family at its centre. David Blair’s evasion explains the aircraft incident and the
subsequent investigation; it does not itself prove that Gerrit personally sheltered him. The documentary appendices present
the archival, newspaper and illustrative evidence behind this account. [54]
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Reading the evidence

Gerrit Blaauw is the subject of the seven narrative sections. Appendix A brings together the Dutch records
that establish his affiliation, family, detention, death and grave history. Appendix B examines Blair’s account
and the aircraft evidence. Appendix C supplies the reprisal and regional context. References retain the stable
numbers [1]–[56]; the historical map is added as [57].

Documents are assessed by the question they answer. The May 1945 newspaper records contemporary public
mourning and notification. The signed 1946 mayoral reply identifies Gerrit’s resistance unit and dependants.
The 1954–1973 war-grave papers document recognition and grave administration. These retrospective records
can repeat information and should not automatically be counted as independent witnesses. [42–52]

The supplied evasion page is first-person testimony about the pilot’s movements, provisionally attributed to
David Blair. It contains no name or identifying cover sheet and names neither Henk nor Gerrit. Local histories
supply their connection with the crash. A plausible match remains an inference until the complete identified
report and Dutch records are compared. [4–7,22,54]

A date appearing in a source is distinguished from its precision and purpose: the family’s “around 9 March” is
preserved, the documented execution date is 8 March, and “7 Jul 45” on the evasion page is not assumed to be
an interview date. The 30 June notification on the Doetinchem webpage belongs to Marinus Alijdus van den
Born, not Gerrit. [22,42–46,54]

Figure numbers retain the existing source identifiers while the plates are arranged by subject. Figure 2 is now
the evidence chronology; the duplicated portrait plate is represented by Figure 3 on the abstract page. Figures
35–36 reproduce the historical map and an enlarged detail. Full supplied archival scans remain available in
Appendix A.8. The evocative cover is AI-generated illustration, not historical evidence.

Abbreviations and place names

NBS: Netherlands Interior Forces (Nederlandse Binnenlandse Strijdkrachten). LO: Landelijke Organisatie voor Hulp aan
Onderduikers, assistance to people in hiding. RvV: Raad van Verzet, Resistance Council. OGS: Oorlogsgravenstichting,
Dutch War Graves Foundation. MI9: British escape-and-evasion intelligence. “Old Putten” section, Huize Old Putten near
Elburg, and the town of Putten refer to distinct entities. [6,14,16,43,56]
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Geographical setting: a wartime map

Figure 35. German military map, Topographische Karte der Niederlande 1:200000, Ausgabe Nr. 1, sheet 3, Zwolle. Published Utrecht, 1943; marginal dates “Stand XII 42” and “III 43.” Full
sheet reproduced, including scale and marginal information. UC Berkeley Library, WWII Captured German Military Maps, G6000 s200.G47, record 105637; image
b24387408x_C119140374.jpg. [57]

This map predates the February–March 1945 events and preserves wartime roads, railways, settlements and the IJsselmeer shoreline. It is a geographic source, not evidence of Gerrit’s
route or particular safe houses. The next page enlarges the North Veluwe locality.
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Reading the North Veluwe map

Figure 36. Enlarged, unaltered local detail of Figure 35. The IJsselmeer lies to the northwest; Elburg, Doornspijk, Oldebroek,
Oosterwolde, Nunspeet and the approaches to Zwolle belong to the locality of the family and aircraft episode. Consult the
full sheet for its original scale; enlargement changes the printed scale. [57]

Places and their roles in the account

Place Role and source boundary

Elburg / Doornspijk / Winterdijk Family home, distribution work, crash and arrest accounts. Exact addresses and
routes are not plotted. [4,7,43,46,53]

Oosterwolde Reburial recorded on 15 May 1945. The municipal designation and cemetery
register require comparison. [44,46,47]

Apeldoorn / Woeste Hoeve /
Heidehof

Detention account, execution and recorded exhumation; south of this map’s core
coverage. [22,46,53]

Doetinchem / De Kruisberg Prison detention before the reprisal; outside the enlarged view. [22,46]

Putten Separate October 1944 roundup; not Huize Old Putten near Elburg. [16,56]

The wartime map is used for the principal North Veluwe setting. The later crash diagram and memorial panel in Appendix B
remain modern illustrations with their own provenance. No line on either historical map is presented as a reconstructed
evasion or prisoner transport route.
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1. Gerrit, Jannetje and their five children

Born 6 May 1907 at Oldebroek, Gerrit Blaauw worked in the distribution service at Elburg. In wartime that
office handled papers and ration coupons vital to people living in hiding. The municipal biography and later
compiled accounts credit him with obtaining coupons, courier work and other resistance activity. Those
descriptions are valuable but differ in their specificity and underlying documentation. [7,17,19,22,44]

Gerrit and Jannetje Fikse, born 6 September 1911 at Doornspijk, lived at H-153 in the municipality of
Doornspijk, post Elburg. The mayor’s signed 1946 response says Jannetje had five minor children in her care.
A later municipal note confirms the names and birth dates below. These records turn the family from a
passing detail in an airman’s story into the people who had to live with Gerrit’s death. [43,49]

Child Born Age when Gerrit died

Hendrik (“Henk”) 4 June 1930 14

Dirkje 15 March 1932 12

Batje 22 June 1934 10

Gerritje 21 September 1936 8

Johan 28 April 1940 4

The children’s ages follow from the municipal dates; the administrative sheets do not identify Hendrik as the
boy at the aircraft. That identification comes from local accounts, with his age and family position providing a
strong fit. His later register transfer to Nunspeet in 1963, and the others’ recorded moves, are postwar
population entries, not deportations. [4,5,43,49]

The family record

The 1954 forms name Gerrit’s parents Hendrik Blaauw and Hendrikje Flier. Her birthday appears as 4
February 1877 in one reading against 5 February in an earlier compilation; the civil register is needed to
resolve it. Jannetje was still living when the grave was discussed in 1973. A later reported death date for her
has not been verified in these supplied sheets. [17,39,44,52]
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2. A documented resistance affiliation

The strongest direct statement of organization is the mayor’s reply of 31 October 1946 to a Ministry of War
enquiry: Gerrit was a “very active” member of the Netherlands Interior Forces (NBS), in the Doornspijk
group, “Old Putten” section. The signed answer gives a group and section but no rank, particular mission or
connection to Blair. It corrects a 1908 birth year in the enquiry to 1907. [43]

A printed resistance history places his portrait among LO-Elburg-Doornspijk members and marks an RvV
connection; its abbreviated note records arrest on 13 February 1945 on suspicion of helping pilots. Municipal
and contributed accounts describe work for people in hiding, courier work and sabotage. The lists of forged
papers, telephone-line cuts, weapons transport and damage to threshing machines come from a compiled
biography whose underlying record for each act has not been traced here. [6,7,17,19]

Old Putten: three different meanings

“Old Putten” in the mayor’s answer is Gerrit’s resistance section. Huize Old Putten near Elburg was a house
raided on 13 February 1945; the available sources do not show that this operation caused the Blaauw arrests.
Putten, the town subjected to a separate roundup in October 1944, is a third place and event. The later
contextual plate records the 1944 atrocity without asserting a personal role for Gerrit. [16,31,32,43,56]

What this evidence can bear

The mayor’s 1946 response is an official retrospective record and supports his affiliation more directly than
the later memorial biographies. The description “very active” is a contemporary administrative
characterization of his wartime activity, not a list of independently verified operations. Likewise, the printed
suspicion of “pilot assistance” establishes that an allegation existed; it is not proof that he personally met or
hid David Blair. [6,43,54]
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3. The aircraft, Henk and the arrest

On 6 February 1945, Spitfire TA837 of No. 349 (Belgian) Squadron crash-landed near the Winterdijk after
flak. A first-person evasion page attributed to its pilot David Blair describes a crash landing southwest of
Zwolle, help from an unnamed English-speaking boy, civilian clothes and assistance from two Dutch
policemen. The supplied page lacks a visible identifying cover sheet and does not name Henk or Gerrit. It
supports the event’s broad course while leaving those identifications to other sources. [2,3,36,54]

Local accounts identify Henk Blaauw as the fourteen-year-old boy associated with the wreck and recovered
equipment, including a parachute and rubber dinghy. They vary on whether the Germans apprehended him at
the aircraft during a return visit or came upon the material in a search. Museum Sjoel Elburg identifies Bart
Klompmaker as a clothing supplier; the local panel names Aart Klompmaker in another role. The names
should remain distinct. [4,17,22,36]

13 February 1945

The memorial and municipal narratives say the Germans arrested Henk and told the family that Gerrit could
collect him that evening. Gerrit, aware that he was sought, went nonetheless and was himself arrested. The
account of his decision rests on retrospective local testimony; the 1954 grave form independently records an
arrest at Elburg and transfer to De Kruisberg, without detailing the son’s episode. No German interrogation
file has been inspected. [5,7,19,22,46]

The printed note “verdacht v. pilotenhulp” records suspicion of assistance to pilots. German responsibility for
the investigation and arrest is separate from any action by Blair or Henk. The boy in the attributed evasion
page is unnamed; matching him to Henk is a reasoned comparison, not a direct identification in that
document. [6,54]

Parallel actions on the same day

The Sicherheitspolizei also raided Huize Old Putten on 13 February, killing two bystanders and arresting
several people. The temporal and organizational proximity matters to the wider resistance setting, but no
inspected source establishes that the raid led to the Blaauw arrests or that Gerrit was present. Museum Sjoel
Elburg connects fear following Gerrit’s arrest with moving Rieny Jacobs to another hiding address; this shows
a wider civilian consequence in its local account. [4,16,31,32,43]
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4. Detention and execution

Gerrit was held at the Koning Willem III barracks in Apeldoorn according to later biographies and was
transferred to De Kruisberg prison in Doetinchem. A 1954 official questionnaire confirms arrest at Elburg, De
Kruisberg detention, and his shooting at Woeste Hoeve on 8 March 1945. The form does not itself specify
every intermediate stop or his son’s circumstances. [7,19,22,46]

On the night of 6–7 March, resistance fighters seeking a vehicle for meat transport unexpectedly fired on the
car of Hanns Albin Rauter near Woeste Hoeve. Rauter was seriously wounded; his driver and adjutant died. A
photograph of the damaged car and an account of the incident appear in the later illustrated dossier, credited
by Doetinchem Herdenkt to Beeldbank WO2–NIOD. [22]

German authorities responded on 8 March by executing 274 men at several sites; 117 were shot at Woeste
Hoeve. Doetinchem Herdenkt identifies 25 of the 117 as prisoners from De Kruisberg, including Gerrit. The
circumstances of the attack explain the immediate reprisal, but Gerrit was a prisoner already. Neither the
photograph nor the sources place him among the attackers. Responsibility for the executions belongs to the
German perpetrators. [15,22,40,45,46]

Date and place

The mayor’s 1946 response and the later war-grave forms give 8 March 1945 at Woeste Hoeve, Apeldoorn.
The family death notice printed on 15 May says “around 9 March,” an approximate early account that should
be preserved as written, not treated as equal precision. The 30 June notification on the Doetinchem webpage
concerns Marinus Alijdus van den Born, a different victim; it supplies no date for the Blaauw family.
[22,42–47]

The same 1954 identity check describes him as active in the underground and politically trustworthy. A
Justice Ministry search stamp concerns its specified postwar jurisdictional records; it does not certify every
aspect of his conduct. Multiple later administrative forms may repeat common information rather than supply
independent eyewitness testimony. [44–46]
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5. Jannetje, the grave and the afterlife

The Elburger Courant of 15 May 1945 reported that Jannetje had been informed of Gerrit’s body in a mass
grave at Beekbergen. A separate family notice, dated 12 May, names her and the children. The Hague
identification card expressly records exhumation from the Heidehof mass grave but gives no recovery date or
identification method. It types the erroneous 1908 birth year; the mayor’s later answer and other forms give
1907. The card’s execution-day character is unclear and should not be forced to read “8.” [42,43,53]

War-grave forms record reburial on 15 May 1945 at Oosterwolde, first class, grave no. 8. None assigns “row
8”; a reported grave 320 from a separate compilation needs a cemetery register or renumbering record before
reconciliation. The newspaper proves contemporary family notification and mourning, while the later
administrative records provide the specific reburial date. [17,42,44,46,47,51,52]

A grave still requiring attention

The file’s later history extends the story beyond 1945. In 1961 the municipality confirmed Jannetje’s address.
A May 1972 letter recommended cleaning the grave stone and surrounds. A prepared form proposed transfer
to the Loenen war cemetery, but the signature and exact date are blank; the supplied record does not prove
consent or a transfer. A May 1973 note again discusses maintenance and contact with Jannetje. These papers
document continuing obligations and choices around Gerrit’s grave. [48,50–52]

This administrative correspondence does not establish the grave’s present location or condition. The 1955
inspection date reading is tentative, and the separate descriptions of municipal ownership and a “private
grave” need the underlying cemetery documents. [47,50,51]
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6. What Blair’s account explains

Blair’s attributed first-person page places the crash on 6 February, then a bicycle ride, a hut until dark, a house
that supplied civilian clothes, an overnight move by two policemen, and an underground headquarters the next
morning. He says he left that headquarters on 21 February, spent about a month at another house, went to
Apeldoorn on 20 March and to a farm after another bicycle journey. He reports liberation by an SAS forward
column on 18 April and return to Britain on 20 April. The image bears “7 Jul 45,” whose exact administrative
meaning is not visible. [54]

Its 11:45 take-off conflicts with the loss register’s 11:35 and a panel’s 11:33. The typed 12:15 “a.m.” for
landing contradicts a take-off shortly before noon on the same date. A helper’s account describes De Haere,
Akster and Hagen households but gives a 16 February move where Blair’s attributed page says 21 February.
The full indexed MI9 report, including its identifying sheet, would clarify the page’s provenance and perhaps
some unnamed helpers. [2,16,36,54]

The limits of the connection

The aircraft episode explains how Henk and then Gerrit came under German scrutiny in local narratives. It
does not explain all of Gerrit’s prior resistance involvement, and Blair’s page never names the Blaauw family.
The narrative of Gerrit’s decision to present himself, his detention and his execution rests on distinct Dutch
sources. No evidence examined establishes that Gerrit personally sheltered Blair, that Blair’s evasion caused
the raid on Huize Old Putten, or that the family was responsible for the reprisal. [4–7,16,22,43–46,54]

Source priority

The 1946 mayoral reply is strongest for affiliation and family particulars. The 1954 and later forms support
administrative recognition of detention, death and burial. The May newspaper establishes what the family
publicly reported soon after liberation. The attributed evasion page is a first-person account of the airman’s
movements, with an identifying-sheet gap. Local commemorative biographies supply detailed memories and
leads, not a single independent record of every step. [22,39,42–54]
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7. Gerrit Blaauw: chronology and findings

Date Gerrit and family Evidential status

6 May 1907 Born at Oldebroek. 1946 mayor; 1954 forms [43,44].

Before 1945 Distribution official; resistance activity. NBS unit directly stated in 1946; operations in
later biographies [6,7,17,43].

6 Feb 1945 Aircraft crash near family home; Henk linked
to its equipment.

Loss register and local accounts; Blair’s boy
unnamed [2,4,54].

13 Feb 1945 Henk arrested; Gerrit presents himself and
is detained.

Local narratives; 1954 form confirms Gerrit
arrested at Elburg [5,22,46].

8 Mar 1945 Executed at Woeste Hoeve. Mayor and war-grave forms [43–47].

12–15 May 1945 Family notice; discovery report; reburial at
Oosterwolde.

Newspaper and later forms [42,44,46].

1946–1973 Family documentation, grave registration
and maintenance.

Ten selected file scans [43–52]; Hague card
[53].

Figure 2. Evidence chronology, revised to distinguish administrative documentation from retrospective narrative.

Conclusion

Gerrit’s documented membership of the Doornspijk “Old Putten” section places him within organized
resistance before the crash episode is considered. Local accounts place his detention in the aftermath of the
aircraft incident and Henk’s arrest; the inspected official forms do not independently establish every step of
that connection. He was then killed in a German reprisal triggered by an unrelated attack on Rauter. Jannetje
and the five children appear in both the immediate newspaper record and the postwar administration of his
grave. His own work and his family’s long aftermath are the principal story; Blair’s journey supplies a crucial
but bounded explanation of one sequence within it. [22,42–54]

Research that could change the account

Obtain Gerrit’s arrest and prison files, the earlier records behind the mayor’s NBS affiliation, cemetery
interment registers, remaining pages of archive 12579A, original death registers, and the full identified Blair
report 3058. Specific claims about pilot assistance, arrest circumstances, grave numbering and later transfer
should remain qualified until those records are compared. [6,13,17,43–54]
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Ten supplied images from NL-HaNA 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A have been visually examined. They span
1946–1973 and contain correspondence, questionnaires and grave records. Their value is strongest for the
official handling of Gerrit’s case; their descriptions of wartime events are retrospective. No claim is made that
these ten images constitute the complete file. [43–52]

Finding New evidence Consequence for the report

Resistance affiliation Mayor’s signed reply, 31 October 1946: very
active BS member; Doornspijk group, “Old
Putten” section. [43]

The Old Putten organizational link is now directly
documented. No individual mission or rank is
supplied.

Family The same reply names the widow and five minor
children; a 1972 municipal note repeats their
birth dates. [43,49]

The children are identifiable; the later file
provides postwar movement data.

Death date The 1946 reply and later forms give 8 March
1945. [43,44,46,47,52]

Stronger support for 8 March against the
newspaper’s approximate “around 9 March.”

Reburial and grave 15 May 1945 at Oosterwolde; class 1, no. 8.
[44,46,47,51,52]

No longer dependent solely on a modern
webpage transcription. “8” is a grave number,
not a row in the inspected forms.

Later grave history 1972 cleaning recommendation; unsigned
proposed transfer; 1973 maintenance follow-up.
[50–52]

A new history of family contact and grave care.
Transfer to Loenen is not established.

Limits of the discovery

None of the ten images mentions David Blair, an aircraft, a parachute, or TA837. The 1946 Old Putten
affiliation narrows the organizational context, but does not demonstrate that Gerrit sheltered Blair or that the
Old Putten raid caused his arrest. The separate arrest and raid narratives remain separate events pending direct
evidence.

Appendix A. Dutch documentary evidence
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The Ministry of War enquiry is dated 26 October 1946, with a Doornspijk receipt stamp of 30 October. The
reply is dated 31 October 1946 and signed for the mayor. It is the earliest dated administrative record in this
supplied set. [43; Figure 21]

Selected translation of the municipal reply

Gerrit Blaauw’s wife, Jannetje Fikse, born 6 September 1911 at Doornspijk, lives in this municipality at H-153
(post Elburg). She has five minor children to care for. Gerrit Blaauw was born on 6 May 1907 at Oldebroek and
died on 8 March 1945 at Apeldoorn, Woeste Hoeve. “Blaauw was a very active member of the Netherlands
Interior Forces. He belonged to the Doornspijk Group, ‘Old Putten’ section.” Translation from the Dutch reply;
the children’s entries follow below. [43]

Child as recorded Birth date Later municipal entry, 10 April 1972 [49]

Hendrik Blaauw 4 June 1930 Transferred out on 7 November 1963 to Nunspeet (municipality of
Ermelo).

Dirkje Blaauw 15 March 1932 Transferred to Doornspijk on 26 April 1940.

Batje Blaauw 22 June 1934 Transferred to Doornspijk on 26 April 1940.

Gerritje Blaauw 21 September 1936 Transferred to Doornspijk on 21 August 1961.

Johan Blaauw 28 April 1940 Transferred to Doornspijk on 30 August 1965.

Hendrik would have been fourteen in February 1945, consistent with the boy called Henk in the narrative. The
age and family position support that identification, but these administrative sheets do not themselves identify
him as the boy at the wreck. The 1972 note’s “afgevoerd” refers to removal from a population register on
moving, not deportation. [4,5,43,49]

The Ministry’s question contains a crossed-out 1908 birth year; the municipal answer gives 1907. The correction is evidence of
checking within the file, not a second person. The reply answers the unit question but states no military rank. [43]

A.2 The mayor’s reply: affiliation and family
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The January 1954 questionnaire and its reverse are complementary sides of an administrative enquiry. The front
records identity, relatives and reburial; the reverse asks about the death and political reliability. The form is
completed well after the events, and should not be described as a 1945 eyewitness deposition. [44–45; Figures
22–23]

Selected translated passages

Questionnaire reverse [45]: “Was shot at Woeste Hoeve at Apeldoorn in connection with the attack on Rauter.
Was active in the underground movement; was known as politically trustworthy.” The Dutch phrase concerning
work in the underground is clear in substance; this is an English reading, not a diplomatic transcription of every
handwritten character.

Grave questionnaire, 19 February 1954 [46]: Gerrit Blaauw was taken prisoner by the Germans at Elburg,
brought to the Kruisberg at Doetinchem, and from there was shot on 8 March at Woeste Hoeve in reprisal for
the attack on Rauter. This record does not mention the intervening Apeldoorn barracks or the son’s arrest; those
details remain sourced to other accounts.

Justice Ministry stamp, 18 March 1954 [45]: the archives deposited with that ministry disclose no political
acts or conduct during the occupation that led to a punishment or measure by the bodies of the special postwar
jurisdiction. This is a record-search result within an administrative screening process. It is not a comprehensive
certificate of every wartime action.

Field Archival reading Editorial treatment

Occupation / religion Distribution-service official; Vrije
Evangelische Gemeente. [44,46]

Direct support for these biographical
descriptions.

Parents Hendrik Blaauw; Hendrikje Flier. [44] The mother’s birth appears as 4 February 1877,
versus 5 February in the prior compilation.
Retain the discrepancy pending civil record.

Birth and death 6 May 1907, Oldebroek; 8 March 1945,
Apeldoorn. [44,46]

Corrected year 1907 is repeated across records.
Place labels vary in specificity.

The file documents official acceptance of the reported death and resistance activity. Repetition between later forms may reflect
shared administrative information; it should not be counted as a series of independent eyewitness testimonies.

A.3 Identity, detention and the 1954 checks
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Reburial: 15 May 1945 is explicitly entered on both 1954 forms and repeated in the later inspection and 1973
note. Oosterwolde is the cemetery locality; Doornspijk is the municipality used in these historical records. This
resolves the earlier reliance on a modern transcription for the reburial date. [44,46,47,52]

Location: the 1954 grave questionnaire has number 8 and “middle, new part.” The inspection report gives class
1, number 8, with “geen” (none) under section and row. The prepared transfer form repeats class 1, no. 8 and
leaves section/row unassigned. These records do not support reading “8” as a row number. The separately
reported grave 320 requires its own reconciliation, possibly against cemetery records; a renumbering is not
established. [17,46,47,51]

Administrative sequence

Date / record What it records What can be concluded

Inspection, apparently 16
May 1955 [47]

One occupant; room for one more; condition
“good”; municipality in owner/lessee field.

The record describes the grave at its
inspection date. The handwritten year is
tentative.

27 June 1961 [48] Widow’s postwar address confirmed by
Oldebroek.

A family-contact update, not proof of the
wartime residence.

9–10 May 1972 [50] OGS recommends cleaning the whole grave,
stone and surround; calls it private.

A maintenance concern. The supplied letter
lacks its continuation.

Prepared 1972 form [51] Loenen is the proposed destination; signature
and exact date blank.

No evidence of signed consent, exhumation
or actual transfer.

21 May 1973 note [52] Maintenance needed; widow alive; 1972
approach without result.

Follow-up activity, with the precise meaning
of “without result” unspecified.

The earlier municipality entry and the 1972 description “private grave” should be preserved as different administrative
descriptions. Their legal relationship is not resolved by these pages. No present-day grave condition or location is inferred from
the 1970s correspondence.

A.4 Reburial, grave care and proposed transfer
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Reference / scan Date Document

[43] / 0014 26–31 October 1946 Ministry of War enquiry and mayor’s reply

[44] / 0002 January 1954 OGS identity and family questionnaire

[45] / 0003 1954; stamp 18 March 1954 Questionnaire reverse: death and political reliability

[46] / 0004 19 February 1954 OGS grave and circumstances questionnaire

[47] / 0015 16 May 1955 (date reading
tentative)

Grave inspection report

[48] / 0008 27 June 1961 Municipal address confirmation for the widow

[49] / 0006 10 April 1972 Municipal note on the five children

[50] / 0010 9 May 1972; dispatched 10 May OGS letter concerning grave maintenance

[51] / 0012 Prepared for 1972; unsigned Prepared consent form for transfer to Loenen

[52] / 0009 21 May 1973 Handwritten maintenance follow-up

Questions now narrowed

The next archival work should seek the missing sides and continuations in 12579A, the cemetery register
explaining any alternative numbering, and the wartime or early postwar records behind the mayor’s Old Putten
affiliation. Blair’s MI9 report 3058 remains necessary for a direct comparison of helpers. A signed transfer
order or cemetery interment entry would be needed before asserting a move to Loenen. The mother’s exact birth
date remains a civil-registration question.

A.5 Scan inventory and limits

The supplied scan numbers are 0002, 0003, 0004, 0006, 0008, 0009, 0010, 0012, 0014 and 0015.
Numbers missing from that sequence were not supplied and have not been examined. Appendix A.8
reproduces every supplied image, ordered by the apparent document date rather than scan number.
[43–52]
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Figure 31. Haags Gemeentearchief, 0432-01, inventory 4054, scan 0025. Undated identification card, reproduced in
full. “Identified persons” is the surviving heading; the other printed category headings are crossed out. [53]

Translation of the completed fields

Name: BLAAUW, GERRIT. Born: 6 May 1908, Oldebroek [as typed]. Residence: on the Winterdijk,
Doornspijk. Particulars: “Was executed by shooting on [day unclear]–3–1945 at Woeste Hoeve in the
municipality of Apeldoorn. The body was exhumed from the Heidehof mass grave.” The fields for political
offence, military/civilian status and dossier number are unfilled. [53]

What this adds

This directly documents a recorded exhumation from Heidehof, supporting a link between the earlier newspaper
discovery report and the later reburial records. It supplies no exhumation date, identifying method or
burial-register entry. The birth year 1908 conflicts with the mayor’s 1946 correction to 1907 and the later OGS
forms. The shared erroneous year may reflect information circulating between records, but transmission from
this particular card is not proved. [42–44,46,53]

The indistinct execution-day character is not silently read as 8; the established 8 March date rests on the other cited records.
Blank fields do not establish absence of resistance activity. No pilot, aircraft, arrest narrative or family member is named here.
The card itself bears no visible creation date or signature.

A.6 Hague identification card: Heidehof
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Figure 4. Printed page 203 of the digitised LO resistance history. Gerrit’s portrait, RvV association and pilot-assistance

suspicion appear together. Reproduced as a documentary source; scan hosted by Stichting LO-LKP. [6]

A.7 Printed history and contemporary mourning

The printed LO history records an RvV association and an arrest on suspicion of pilot assistance. It does not
identify David Blair or establish a particular encounter. The following newspaper plates record the family’s
public notice and the report of Gerrit’s body at Beekbergen. The Hague card records exhumation from
Heidehof; the exact recovery and identification sequence remains to be checked. [6,42,53]
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Contemporary newspaper: report to Blaauw’s wife

Source. Elburger Courant, Tuesday 15 May 1945, no. 83, continued 52nd year, p. 1. The issue carries a brief
Oosterwolde (Winterdijk) item amid regional news. The masthead above and the extract below are crops of the
supplied digitised original. [42]

Figure 19. Local report on finding Gerrit Blaauw’s body. In translation: the wife of G. Blaauw, formerly taken
prisoner by the Germans, had received word that her husband’s body was found in a mass grave at Beekbergen. The
newspaper says “as we hear”; it does not name the person who informed her, give a date for discovery, or report an
exhumation record. [42]

The newspaper records family notification without a recovery date. The Hague identification card expressly
records exhumation from Heidehof. Their precise geographic and administrative relationship requires the
original recovery and cemetery records. [42,53]
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Contemporary newspaper: the family notice

Figure 20. Family death notice for Gerrit Blaauw. Elburger Courant, 15 May 1945, p. 2. It names Jannetje Fikse as
his wife; the widow signs for herself and the children from Winterdijk, Doornspijk, with a notice date of 12 May. The
item says he was nearly 38 and executed near Woeste Hoeve “around 9 March 1945.” The print date of the issue and
the notice date are distinct. [42]

The family’s approximate date does not override the 8 March 1945 execution date recorded by the memorial and war-grave
accounts. Its value is direct evidence of the family’s wording, relationship and contemporary knowledge. Neither this notice nor
the p. 1 report mentions Blair or specifies the later reburial date. [7,15,19,42]
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Figure 21. Ministry of War enquiry and mayor’s reply. 26–31 October 1946. [43]

The Ministry asks for next of kin, corrected personal data and service in the Binnenlandse Strijdkrachten. The mayor replies on
31 October: five minor children, birth 6 May 1907, death 8 March 1945, and very active membership of the Doornspijk group, Old
Putten section.

A.8.1 Archival facsimile 1 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0014.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 22. OGS identity and family questionnaire. January 1954. [44]

The amended form records birth on 6 May 1907, death on 8 March 1945, reburial on 15 May 1945, grave no. 8, distribution
service employment, Jannetje Fikse and his parents. Its header day is difficult to read; the year and month are clear.

A.8.2 Archival facsimile 2 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0002.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 23. Questionnaire reverse: death and political reliability. 1954; stamp 18 March 1954. [45]

The response states execution at Woeste Hoeve in connection with the attack on Rauter and work in the underground. The
Justice Ministry stamp reports no archival indication of political conduct leading to punishment under the special postwar
jurisdiction.

A.8.3 Archival facsimile 3 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0003.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 24. OGS grave and circumstances questionnaire. 19 February 1954. [46]

Records arrest at Elburg, confinement at the Kruisberg in Doetinchem, and execution on 8 March at Woeste Hoeve in reprisal for
the attack on Rauter. Reburial: 15 May 1945 at Oosterwolde; grave no. 8, middle/new part.

A.8.4 Archival facsimile 4 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0004.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 25. Grave inspection report. 16 May 1955 (date reading tentative). [47]

Lists Oosterwolde, class 1, number 8; no section or row is specified. It records one occupant, space for one more, the
municipality as owner/lessee, and condition “good.” The handwritten year appears to be 55.

A.8.5 Archival facsimile 5 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0015.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 26. Municipal address confirmation for the widow. 27 June 1961. [48]

Oldebroek’s population office confirms the address of Mrs J. Blaauw-Fikse at Mheenweg Zuid 8. This is a postwar contact
record, not the wartime family address. The 1972 typed letter spells the street “Mehneweg.”

A.8.6 Archival facsimile 6 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0008.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.

GERRIT BLAAUW | RESISTANCE, FAMILY AND REPRISAL 28

Reviewed research edition | 6 October 2026



Figure 27. Municipal note on the five children. 10 April 1972. [49]

Repeats all five children’s birth dates and notes transfers out of the municipality in 1940, 1961, 1963 and 1965. These are
population-register movements; they do not describe resistance activity.

A.8.7 Archival facsimile 7 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0006.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 28. OGS letter concerning grave maintenance. 9 May 1972; dispatched 10 May. [50]

The OGS writes to the widow that the entire grave, including stone and surround, should be cleaned. It describes the grave as
private and explains its limited authority. The page ends mid-letter; its continuation is not among the supplied scans.

A.8.8 Archival facsimile 8 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0010.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 29. Prepared consent form for transfer to Loenen. Prepared for 1972; unsigned. [51]

A prefilled form proposes exhumation from Oosterwolde, class 1, no. 8, and transfer to Loenen. The signature and exact date
are blank. This copy proves neither consent nor a completed transfer.

A.8.9 Archival facsimile 9 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0012.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 30. Handwritten maintenance follow-up. 21 May 1973. [52]

The note again records birth 6 May 1907, execution 8 March 1945 and reburial 15 May 1945. It calls for maintenance, says the
widow is still alive, and notes that an approach in 1972 had produced no result; the precise scope of that remark is unspecified.

A.8.10 Archival facsimile 10 of 10

Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A; scan 0009.
Supplied original image reproduced in full, proportionally scaled. Interpretation and selected translations: Appendix A.
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Figure 32. Portrait identified by the user as Blair. This is the same
composition as the locally captioned portrait in Figure 5; it adds a
supplied copy, not an independent identification. Photographer and
date remain unknown. Surface marks and image edges are
preserved. [36,55]

The accompanying report image (Figure 33) is the most
consequential new evidence for the pilot’s route. It is a
first-person typescript headed “1. EVASION.” The visible date
marking reads “7 Jul 45.” [54]

Attribution and evidentiary weight

The user identifies the page as Blair’s evasion report. Its date, departure base, crash area and return chronology
fit the Blair case. However, the supplied image contains no name, service number, squadron, aircraft serial or
report number. It is therefore treated as a primary narrative provisionally attributed to Blair, not as a fully
authenticated copy of the indexed MI9 report 3058. That archival association should be checked against the
complete file and its identifying sheet. [3,13,54]

What the page changes

Crash and first assistance. It describes flak and a crash landing, followed by help from an unnamed
English-speaking boy, a bicycle journey, a hut, civilian clothing, and two Dutch policemen. It does not describe
parachuting or returning to recover a parachute. [54]

Dates. It gives 6 February and 11:45 for take-off; departure from the underground headquarters on 21 February;
Apeldoorn on 20 March; movement west on 21 March; liberation on 18 April; and arrival in Britain on 20 April.
[54]

Limits. It names no helper or Blaauw family member, no arrest, and no execution. “7 Jul 45.” is a document
marking; its administrative meaning cannot be settled from this crop alone. [54]

Appendix B. Blair and the aircraft evidence
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Figure 33. Supplied image IMG_9761.jpeg, reproduced in full, including border, orange overprint and date marking.
The visible narrative is transcribed on the following page. No source watermark has been removed and no faded
lettering has been reconstructed. [54]

The page is strong evidence for what this first-person account says. Authentication of the complete archival
document is a separate question. The close agreement with the local panel may reflect the panel’s use of this
report; it must not automatically be counted as independent corroboration. The original file would also help
resolve faint wording and the anomalous “a.m.” time.

B.2 Evasion narrative: supplied source image
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Reading transcription of Figure 33. Line breaks and capitalization are regularized; wording and the apparent time error are
retained. Square brackets identify uncertain reading or editorial comment. The final distance appears to read “16 kms.” but is
faint. [54]

1. EVASION.

I took off from GILZE RIJN at 1145 hrs. on 6 Feb 45 on an Armd. Recce covering N. Eastern HOLLAND. I
was hit by flak and crash-landed 8 miles S.W. of ZWOLLE at 12.15. a.m. 6 Feb 45.

A crowd had gathered round the aircraft, so I asked a young boy who could speak English to hide me from the
Germans. He got a bike and we rode 8 kms. in the area of ELBURG. I was taken to a hut, where I waited until
nightfall. A man came with a note written in English which said an organisation would help me to escape. I was
taken to a house where I was given civilian clothes (name unknown). I was then taken by two Dutch policemen
to another house where I spent the night (name unknown).

Next morning a man called for me and took me to a house which was the H.Q. of the Underground Movement
of that area. I stayed there until 21 Feb 45. The Germans had caught many of the movement, so I had to move. I
was taken to a house nearby, where I was sheltered for a month.

On the morning of 20 Mar 45 I was taken by bicycle to APELDOORN. I was left at a house and stayed the night
(name unknown). On 21 Mar 45 I was taken by bicycle [16 kms.?] West, where I spent the night (name
unknown). In the morning I was taken to a nearby farm where I was sheltered until 18 Apr. That morning a
forward column of S.A.S. troops came into the town and I was liberated. I arrived back in the U.K. on 20 Apr
45.

Visible date marking: 7 Jul 45.

Editorial notes

“Armd. Recce” means armed reconnaissance; H.Q. means headquarters. The typed “a.m.” at 12:15 would precede the stated
11:45 take-off on the same date, so a midday landing is the contextual interpretation. “A month” is approximate: 21 February to
20 March is 27 days. The narrative describes a farm near a town, but does not name either. “Next morning” makes the first
headquarters arrival 7 February and the farm arrival 22 March by inference; neither date is separately typed.

B.3 Transcription and editorial notes
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Issue Supplied narrative [54] Consequence for this paper

Loss date and time 6 Feb; take-off 11:45; crash 12:15 “a.m.” 6 Feb strengthened. Retain SGLO 11:35 and
panel 11:33 as conflicts; do not silently correct
the time suffix. [2,36]

First day / night Boy, bike, hut until dark; clothes at one house;
two policemen to another house.

Supports police assistance; no names or
staged-arrest story. Hut precedes first overnight
house. [16,17,22]

Headquarters Next morning to an unnamed house described
as local underground H.Q.; leaves 21 Feb.

Do not simply equate with De Haere hut or Old
Putten. Helper leaves 16 Feb; panel places
Hagen stay from 19 Feb. [16,36]

Intermediate shelter One nearby house for roughly a month. Does not distinguish Akster and Hagen
households. Compressed reporting is possible
but not proved. [16]

March movement 20 Mar: Apeldoorn; 21 Mar: west by bicycle;
following morning: nearby farm.

Adds direct itinerary evidence beyond
panel/helper. Westward distance faint; no precise
farm or town established. [16,36]

Liberation / return 18 Apr: SAS forward column; 20 Apr: back in
UK.

Previously panel-only dates now occur in the
supplied report. Unit and exact liberation place
remain unidentified. [36]

Blaauw link Unnamed young English-speaking boy; no
surname, arrest or parachute episode.

Henk identification still depends on local
accounts. No proof of Gerrit personally assisting
Blair. [4,5,17]

Date marking “7 Jul 45.” Consistent with the panel’s interview claim, but
the marking itself does not identify an interview or
its author. [36]

Priority follow-up: obtain the identifying sheet and all pages of report 3058, then compare its helper names (if any) and original
wording with the local participant account. The supplied page materially advances the reconstruction without resolving every
identity or date.

B.4 Comparison with other accounts
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Figure 1. Supplement to the London Gazette, 13 March 1945, p. 1375. In the left column, the entry for 1514313 David BLAIR

(190913) is dated 19 December 1944. The notice provides a contemporary link between the two service identifiers and the

name David. [1]

B.5 Pilot identity and aircraft illustrations

The Gazette establishes a service and commission identity; it does not authenticate the supplied evasion page.
The following plates distinguish portraits, modern memorial interpretation and representative squadron
imagery. The local panel and helper account are compared in B.4, rather than merged into a single route.
[1,36,41,54]

GERRIT BLAAUW | RESISTANCE, FAMILY AND REPRISAL 37

Reviewed research edition | 6 October 2026



Photographic evidence: Blair and his helpers

Figure 5. David Blair, as identified by the local TA837 history site.
The identifying caption is part of the source image. Original
photographer, date and family/archive provenance remain unknown. It
has not been matched with a service-file photograph. [36]

Figure 6. Henk Baud and Kitta outside Nova Zembla on De Haere, shortly after liberation. Credit: Archief Wolter
Noordman, Heerde, via Elburg in Oorlogstijd. The photograph shows the helpers and hideout; Blair’s stay is supported
by the accompanying testimony, not his presence in the picture. [16]
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Old Putten and the hideout network

Figure 7. Huis Old Putten, 2010. Modern view of the property associated with the resistance group and February
1945 raid. It is not Nova Zembla. Photograph: Kasteelbeer, via Wikimedia Commons / Mijn Gelderland; host credit CC
BY-SA, version unspecified. Image scaled without cropping. [37]

Source comparison: household sequence

Stage Helper account [16] Memorial panel [36]

De Haere Departure on 16 February. Early route includes several additional helpers.

Zwaluwenburg About one week with J. Akster. Names Jan Akster. Identity match is plausible,
not proved.

Oldebroek Then the Hagen family. Names Corrie Hagen; 19 February–19 March.

Apeldoorn Second half of March. 20 March; farther south the next day.
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The TA837 memorial and interpretation panel

Figure 8. TA837 memorial at Winterdijk. Downloaded from Oldebroek in
Oorlogstijd; photographer and exposure date not supplied. Credit to Arjan
Vrieze applies to the separate TracesOfWar photographs, not
automatically to this file. [11,36]

Figure 9, below. Published panel artwork. A modern interpretation,
including a portrait, map, helper names and dates. The inset Spitfire
photograph is illustrative; no provenance establishes it as TA837. [36]

The panel is retained at its downloaded resolution. Its claims are compared with the helper account in the narrative
and Appendix B.4; it is not used to authenticate its own underlying testimony.
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Additional location evidence

Figure 12. Local source’s crash-location diagram. The source identifies the circled field as the emergency-landing
location and the arrow’s starting point as the memorial. This reproduces the source’s placement; the aerial base, date
and positional accuracy are unspecified. It is not an independently surveyed coordinate fix. [36]

What this image adds

The memorial’s position should not be used as the aircraft’s precise stopping point. The panel describes a walk
of about 600 metres along the dyke to the landing location. That distance is a route instruction from a later
display, not a measured crash-site radius. The photograph and diagram together clarify why a map pin at the
memorial and the field location can differ. [36]

Reproduction record

Source: Oldebroek in Oorlogstijd, TA837 page; image file img_smsta837_locatie-1.jpg. Retrieved and inspected 6 October 2026.
Displayed without alteration except proportional scaling. The available file is 565 × 288 pixels; no invented detail has been
added.

GERRIT BLAAUW | RESISTANCE, FAMILY AND REPRISAL 41

Reviewed research edition | 6 October 2026



349 Squadron: wartime aircraft and insignia

Figure 13. Spitfire IXCs of No. 349 (Belgian) Squadron RAF at Friston, Sussex. Official wartime photograph by
F/O A. Goodchild; Imperial War Museums, Air Ministry collection, CH 12434. The catalogue describes the aircraft in
snow before the squadron joined 2 TAF. This supplies squadron context; neither TA837 nor Blair is identified in the
image. Wikimedia Commons records the photograph as public domain under expired Crown copyright. [41]

Figure 14. Badge reproduced as that of 349 Squadron. Source: the local
TA837 page. The displayed words identify the Belgian squadron; the
artwork’s maker and date are not stated. This emblem provides unit context,
not evidence about an individual sortie or pilot. [36]
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Aircraft illustration from the TA837 history page

Figure 15. Spitfire in flight, used by Oldebroek in Oorlogstijd to illustrate its TA837 article. The visible aircraft
markings differ from TA837. The host supplies no photographer, exposure date or full airframe identification. It is
reproduced as a general aircraft illustration, not as a wartime photograph of Blair’s machine. Source file:
img_spitfire.jpg. [36]

How to read the aircraft images

Figure 13 has a museum catalogue identity and a direct connection to 349 Squadron. Figure 15 is an illustrative
photograph hosted beside the local crash narrative. The Spitfire inset on the memorial panel is another
illustration whose aircraft identity is not established here. None authenticates the individual airframe TA837.
The loss register and operational records remain the relevant evidence for that identification. [2,36,41]

Image treatment: proportional scaling only. Original markings, borders and source image content are preserved; no
colourisation, reconstruction or sharpening has been applied.
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The helpers’ account and its family context

Figure 16. Postwar family photograph accompanying “Uniek document.” The source’s media title is gezin 1957
(“family 1957”). The article concerns Henk Baud, Kitta and the family transmission of her account, but provides no
individual image caption. The identities of the four sitters and exact occasion are therefore not asserted here.
Photographer and original ownership are unspecified. Source: Elburg in Oorlogstijd. [16]

The image documents the article’s family context; it does not independently verify Blair’s movements. The separately reproduced
Nova Zembla photograph (Figure 6) has the more specific source description and archive credit.
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Figure 34. Rauter’s car after the attack, as presented by Doetinchem Herdenkt. Site credit: Beeldbank WO2-NIOD.
Photographer, precise exposure date and original catalogue number are not given. The supplied web image is
reproduced without restoration. [22]

The attack and the prisoners

The site dates the shooting to the night of 6–7 March 1945. Resistance members intended to seize a truck to
transport meat; the encounter with Rauter was unintended. He survived serious wounds; his driver and adjutant
died. The German reprisal on 8 March killed 274 men, including 117 at Woeste Hoeve. Of those 117, the site
identifies 25 prisoners from De Kruisberg, including Gerrit Blaauw. [22]

Reference [22] previously covered only an excerpt. The full page is now examined. Its Blaauw biography says
Henk was arrested at the wreck; the museum account emphasizes the search and discovery of the parachute.
This is a sequence difference to retain, not silently reconcile. [4,22]

The photo illustrates the triggering incident, not Blaauw’s presence there. His detention and execution are
separately supported by the Dutch archival records. No evidence examined places him among the attackers.
[43,45,46]

Appendix C. Rauter and the reprisal

Evidence and limits
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A separate episode of collective punishment

Stichting Oktober 44 describes the German roundup at Putten following a resistance attack on a Wehrmacht car
on the night of 30 September 1944. German troops surrounded Putten on 1 October under General Friedrich
Christiansen’s orders. Men were taken to Amersfoort; women and children were ordered to leave.
Approximately 110 buildings were burned. Deportation to Neuengamme followed on 11 October. [56]

The foundation’s accounting

Category in the foundation’s account Men

Taken away from Putten 659

Released at Amersfoort 58

Sent toward Neuengamme 601

Escaped from the train 13

Arrived at Neuengamme 588

Returned after liberation 48

Died in German concentration camps 540

Killed during the raid 7

Died shortly after returning 5

Total victims counted by the foundation 552

These categories are nested: 659 − 58 = 601; 601 − 13 = 588; 588 − 48 = 540. The total of 552 adds seven raid deaths and five
deaths after return. The headline “48 returned” concerns camp survivors, not all men initially taken away. [56]

Relevance and boundaries

Putten supplies regional context for German collective punishment. It is distinct from the February 1945 raid on
Huize Old Putten near Elburg and from the March executions at Woeste Hoeve. The place-name similarity
does not connect these events. This source establishes no personal involvement by Blair or Gerrit Blaauw in the
Putten roundup. [16,31,56]

C.2 Putten, October 1944: separate context
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Figure 10. Woeste Hoeve memorial. General view published with Gerrit’s local biography. Photographer and date
unspecified. This is the later memorial, not the execution scene. [18]

Figure 11. Names detail. G. Blaauw appears at the top of the right group. Photograph: Gouwenaar, 13 October 2017; existing
cropped version, Wikimedia Commons CC0 1.0, reproduced via Elburg in Oorlogstijd. [18,38]

C.3 Woeste Hoeve: memorial and names
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Figure 18. Woeste Hoeve memorial inscription. The Dutch text commemorates those murdered here on the morning of 8
March 1945. Source: Elburg in Oorlogstijd’s Gerrit Blaauw biography, file 2013k.jpg; the filename alone is insufficient to establish
an exposure date. Photographer unspecified. This detail complements the full memorial and names photographs (Figures
10–11). [18]

C.4 Civilian consequences and
commemoration

Figure 17. Portrait published with Museum Sjoel Elburg’s account of
Rieny Jacobs at Winterdijk 28. The museum’s image filename
identifies Rieny Jacobs. It gives no photographer or date. The
account connects fear after Gerrit’s arrest with her removal to another
hiding address. This illustrates the wider civilian consequences
discussed in Section 3. [4]
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NL-HaNA_2.19.255.01_12579A_0008.jpg; visually examined 6 October 2026. This is one of ten supplied images, not a claim
to have examined the complete inventory file.

[49] Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A, scan 0006.
Municipal note on the five children, 10 April 1972. User-supplied digitised image NL-HaNA_2.19.255.01_12579A_0006.jpg;
visually examined 6 October 2026. This is one of ten supplied images, not a claim to have examined the complete inventory
file.

[50] Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A, scan 0010. OGS
letter concerning grave maintenance, 9 May 1972; dispatched 10 May. User-supplied digitised image
NL-HaNA_2.19.255.01_12579A_0010.jpg; visually examined 6 October 2026. This is one of ten supplied images, not a claim
to have examined the complete inventory file.

[51] Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A, scan 0012.
Prepared consent form for transfer to Loenen, Prepared for 1972; unsigned. User-supplied digitised image
NL-HaNA_2.19.255.01_12579A_0012.jpg; visually examined 6 October 2026. This is one of ten supplied images, not a claim
to have examined the complete inventory file.

[52] Nationaal Archief, The Hague, Oorlogsgravenstichting archive, access 2.19.255.01, inventory 12579A, scan 0009.
Handwritten maintenance follow-up, 21 May 1973. User-supplied digitised image NL-HaNA_2.19.255.01_12579A_0009.jpg;
visually examined 6 October 2026. This is one of ten supplied images, not a claim to have examined the complete inventory
file.

[53] Haags Gemeentearchief, access 0432-01, inventory 4054, scan 0025. Identification card for Gerrit Blaauw, undated.
User-supplied image NL-HaHGA_0432-01_4054_0025(1).jpg; visually examined 6 October 2026. The card types birth year
1908; the execution-day character is unclear. Citation follows the supplied archival filename; the broader collection
description has not been independently verified.
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[54] Evasion narrative supplied as IMG_9761.jpeg, headed “1. EVASION.” and bearing a visible “7 Jul 45.” date marking.
User identifies it as Blair’s evasion report; visually examined 6 October 2026. The supplied page has no visible pilot name,
service number, report number, archive reference or signature. Provisional association with MI9 report 3058, WO 208/3327,
derives from the existing index [3,13] and the user attribution, not a visible archival identifier. Orange overprint retained; its
source is not established.

[55] Portrait supplied as IMG_9762.jpeg, identified by the user as Blair. Visually examined 6 October 2026. Same portrait
composition as the locally captioned image [36]; original photographer, exposure date, negative and custodial provenance
unknown. Supplied copy reproduced without restoration.

[56] Stichting Oktober 44. “Foundation Oktober 44 welcomes on its website.” English historical overview and numerical
accounting of the Putten raid and deportation. Read 6 October 2026. Counts below follow this source’s categories; no
individual deportation records were inspected for this contextual addition.
https://www.oktober44.nl/foundation-oktober44-engels

[57] Germany. Heer. Generalstab. Chef des Kriegskarten- und Vermessungswesens; Kriegskarten- und Vermessungsamt
Utrecht. Topographische Karte der Niederlande 1:200000, Ausgabe Nr. 1. Utrecht, 1943, sheet 3 (Zwolle), “Stand XII 42,” “III
43.” UC Berkeley Library, WWII Captured German Military Maps, G6000 s200.G47, record 105637. Full image
b24387408x_C119140374.jpg. Consulted 6 October 2026. https://digicoll.lib.berkeley.edu/record/105637
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Image provenance and editorial treatment

The cover is an AI-generated evocative illustration. It is not a photograph of Gerrit or an evidentiary
reconstruction. Figure 2 is an editorial chronology. Figure 3 is the municipal portrait [7]. Figure 4 is the
printed LO history [6]. The wartime map and enlarged detail, Figures 35–36, derive from Berkeley’s digitized
1943 sheet [57]; the detail is cropped without added routes or markers.

Figures 5, 8, 9 and 12 are hosted on [36]; Figure 6 on [16], credited to Archief Wolter Noordman; Figure 7 on
[37]; Figure 10 on [18]; Figure 11 is the reduced, already-cropped version from [38] hosted on [18]. Figures
13–18 comprise the IWM squadron photograph [41], badge and representative Spitfire [36], family
photograph [16], Rieny Jacobs portrait [4] and inscription [18]. The aircraft imagery is not presented as a
photograph of TA837.

Figures 19–20 are crops from the supplied newspaper [42]. Figures 21–30 reproduce the ten supplied National
Archives scans in full [43–52]. Figure 31 is the supplied Hague identification card [53]. Figures 32–33 are the
supplied portrait and evasion narrative [54,55]. Figure 34 is the car photograph credited to Beeldbank
WO2–NIOD by Doetinchem Herdenkt [22]. Original photographers and dates are stated only where identified
by the sources.

The editorial review removes inherited duplicate narrative and obsolete cross-reference pages, renumbers the
documentary appendices, and corrects the attribution of the 30 June notification. Historical document images
retain their wording and appearance, including errors and uncertain readings. Captions distinguish the date of
a document, a modern photograph and the underlying wartime event.
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October 2026 integrated research update
Additional evidence from the original family research report incorporated into the revised booklet edition.

Integrated edition | October 2026 | 54

This update consolidates the material that was distinctive to the original 11-page family research report with the
more extensive revised booklet. The revised 56-page edition is the presentation and narrative base; the points
below are retained because they add specific source details or important source-boundary cautions.

1. Gerrit’s civil death registration

The Apeldoorn civil death register, entry no. 795, records Gerrit Blaauw’s death on 8 March 1945 at 9:00 a.m. The death
was declared/registered on 14 May 1945. The OpenArchieven and Gelders Archief pages supplied during the research
are access points to this same civil-register evidence; they should not be counted as separate independent death
sources.

2. Blair / MI9 archival lead

The original report identified a National Archives catalogue lead: C14084597, WO 208/3327/3058, described as “Pilot
Officer D Blair,” service number 190913, with a note that related information may also occur in WO 208/5582–5583. The
short catalogue description does not identify an aircraft, crash site or Dutch helpers, so the file itself still needs to be
inspected before it is tied conclusively to Spitfire TA837.

3. Service-number clarification

The revised booklet supplies an important clarification: its London Gazette reference identifies David Blair with RAF
service number 1514313 and also gives 190913 in parentheses. Thus the 190913/1514313 difference should not be
treated as a simple contradiction. It is nevertheless still necessary to inspect WO 208/3327/3058 to establish that the
indexed MI9 report is the same David Blair who flew TA837.

4. Source boundary retained

A separately supplied Oldebroek register image concerning Gerrit’s daughter is not evidence about Gerrit himself and is
therefore not used to support his biography, arrest, resistance work or death. This keeps the evidentiary boundary
between family records and records directly concerning Gerrit.
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What remains unresolved
The integrated edition keeps disputed details visible rather than forcing a single narrative.

Integrated edition | October 2026 | 55

Arrest sequence: 13 or 14 February 1945

The original report and the revised booklet both preserve a date discrepancy. The 1970 newspaper account supports a
13 February sequence involving Henk’s return to the wreck and subsequent German action, while other published
material gives 14 February. The separate SD raid at Huize Old Putten on 13 February may be a different event. The
evidence does not yet justify collapsing these into one date.

Pilot’s given name

The sources variously use Dick, David and Donald Blair. David is presently the best-supported form because of the
London Gazette and the revised booklet’s documentary comparison, but the discrepancy should remain explicit until the
complete identified evasion report or service documentation is checked.

What the aircraft story does — and does not — prove

The pilot’s evasion narrative supports the aircraft incident and a general pattern of local assistance, but the supplied
page does not name Henk or Gerrit. Local sources connect the crash with the Blaauw family. That connection is
important, but the available material does not by itself prove that Gerrit personally met, sheltered or transported Blair.

1970 newspaper and family memory

The 27 February 1970 Elburger Courant article remains valuable retrospective testimony about Gerrit’s resistance work,
the Spitfire episode and the family’s experience. The original report specifically warned that its automatic transcription
contains OCR errors. The revised booklet improves the treatment by comparing the account with other records, but the
original scan remains the authority for names, dates and exact wording.

Research priority

Obtain and inspect the complete MI9 report 3058 and its identifying sheet; compare its helper names, dates and route with
the Dutch accounts.

Obtain the complete OGS inventory 12579A and the relevant Hague identification sequence.

Use municipal, police and prison records to test the Henk/Gerrit arrest sequence and the intermediate detention history.

Keep the 1945 funeral clipping, civil death registration, 1970 article and later war-grave records distinct by date and
evidentiary purpose.
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Editorial basis of the merged booklet
How the two friend versions and the original family report were consolidated.

Integrated edition | October 2026 | 56

The 56-page revised friend version is used as the structural and visual base because it contains the fuller documentary
appendices, contents, map section, source references and explicit evidence assessment. The 52-page version was
also reviewed; where the two friend versions differed, the later revised edition was preferred when it represented a
clearer or more complete treatment of the same material.

Integration principles

The original October 2026 family research report remains the baseline for the family-specific findings and source cautions.

The revised booklet’s stronger documentary analysis is retained rather than replaced by the shorter original narrative.

Specific new details are included only where they can be traced to material already present in one of the supplied reports.

Conflicting names, dates and identities remain labelled as unresolved where the supplied evidence does not settle them.

AI-generated cover artwork is treated as presentation only, not as historical evidence.

The booklet does not claim to have inspected an archive file merely because a catalogue entry or secondary index
identifies it.

Bottom line

The integrated record supports Gerrit Blaauw’s identity, family, resistance affiliation, detention, execution at Woeste
Hoeve on 8 March 1945 and reburial at Oosterwolde on 15 May 1945. It also supports the TA837/Oosterwolde aircraft
episode and David Blair as the best-supported pilot identity. The remaining gaps concern the precise arrest
sequence, Gerrit’s individual resistance activities, the pilot’s complete evasion record and later life, and the
documentary chain linking the MI9 catalogue lead to TA837.

Prepared as an integrated family research edition from the three supplied PDFs. Historical source wording and uncertainty are
preserved where material to interpretation.



8. Summary and open research questions

The evidence establishes Gerrit Blaauw as a father of five, a distribution official and an acknowledged
member of the Doornspijk “Old Putten” resistance section. The signed mayoral reply is the clearest inspected
source for that organizational affiliation. Official grave papers record his arrest at Elburg, detention at De
Kruisberg, execution at Woeste Hoeve on 8 March 1945 and reburial at Oosterwolde on 15 May. The
newspaper and later grave correspondence reveal the family’s mourning and continuing involvement. [42–52]

Local accounts connect his arrest with Henk and the nearby Spitfire crash. The pilot’s attributed report
supports the crash and the general pattern of assistance but names neither Blaauw. The attack on Rauter
supplies the immediate context for Gerrit’s execution; it does not place him among the attackers. The
distinction between documentary fact, retrospective testimony and inference is central to the account.
[4–7,22,43,46,54]

Questions that could change the narrative

Open question Evidence needed and possible consequence

What did Gerrit personally do in the
resistance?

Locate NBS/BS group records, LO/RvV correspondence, distribution-office
records and the source behind the mayor’s reply. These could replace general
descriptions with documented work. [6,7,17,43]

How and why were Henk and Gerrit
arrested?

Seek German police records, surviving local police registers, witness
statements and prison admissions. Test the date, apprehension at the wreck
versus search, and the invitation to collect Henk. [4,5,19,22,46]

Was the unnamed boy Henk, and did
Gerrit meet Blair?

Obtain the complete identified MI9 report and compare helper accounts and
Dutch records. Similar timing alone cannot establish either identification.
[3,16,54]

What happened between arrest and
execution?

Compare De Kruisberg admissions and prisoner transport lists with Apeldoorn
detention records. The intermediate barracks stop currently rests on later
narrative. [19,22,46]
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8.1 Recovery, family and geographic questions

Open question Possible line of inquiry

Recovery and identification Locate Heidehof exhumation lists, identification dossiers, municipal death
registrations and the original Hague card sequence. Establish the recovery
date, identifier and relation to the newspaper’s Beekbergen report. [42,53]

Grave numbers and any later transfer Compare Oosterwolde cemetery interment and renumbering registers with the
complete OGS file and Loenen admission register. Reconcile class 1/no. 8 with
grave 320; an unsigned consent form proves no completed transfer.
[17,44,46,47,51]

Missing archival pages Request the complete inventory 12579A, especially pages omitted from the ten
supplied scans and any continuation of the 1972 letter. Missing scan numbers
are not evidence that no document exists. [43–52]

Family names, addresses and
aftermath

Check civil and population registers for Hendrikje Flier’s birthday, Jannetje’s
later life and the children’s movements; map H-153 through contemporary
address conversion or cadastral records. [43,44,49,52]

Blair’s exact route and dates Compare the full MI9 report with the helper narrative, squadron ORB and
liberation records. Resolve 11:35/11:45, the typed “a.m.” and the 16/21
February move; do not use the panel to authenticate itself. [2,16,33,36,54]

The historical map fixes the principal locality in its wartime landscape but cannot identify individual houses
or reconstruct a journey. Detailed period sheets for the southern execution and detention area, address records
and cadastral plans would extend the geographical analysis beyond the North Veluwe map included here. [57]

Wider regional inquiry could examine the relationship between the “Old Putten” section, Huize Old Putten
and assistance networks around Elburg. Putten’s October 1944 roundup offers comparative context for
collective punishment, but it should remain a separate event unless a direct personal connection is
documented. [16,31,32,43,56]

GERRIT BLAAUW | RESISTANCE, FAMILY AND REPRISAL 55

Reviewed research edition | 6 October 2026



8.2 A practical sequence for further research

Priority Next action Question it can resolve

1 Obtain complete OGS inventory 12579A and the
Hague identification sequence.

Missing correspondence, identification, burial and
proposed transfer. [43–53]

2 Obtain Blair report 3058 with its identifying sheet
from WO 208/3327.

Attribution of the supplied page and any named
helpers. Index is a lead, not the report. [3,13,14,54]

3 Search municipal and surviving prison/police
records, then local witness collections.

Henk’s arrest, Gerrit’s decision, detention sequence
and resistance work. [4–7,19,22,43,46]

4 Compare cemetery, civil and population registers;
reconstruct addresses from period cadastral
records.

Grave numbering, family chronology and precise
geographic setting. [43–53,57]

5 Use the squadron ORB and independent
helper/liberation records to test remaining
chronology.

Flight times and route discrepancies without merging
incompatible accounts. [2,16,33,34,36,54]

How new evidence should be incorporated

Record the repository, collection, inventory, document date and scan or folio for each new item. Keep a literal
transcription alongside a translation, mark uncertain letters and retain the original image. Ask whether the
document is an eyewitness account, an administrative copy or a later retelling before treating agreement as
corroboration.

A record naming Gerrit as a helper, a dated arrest statement or a signed completed transfer would materially
alter specific parts of this study. Another commemorative account repeating the same story would be useful
for tracing memory but would not have the same evidential effect. If the records remain silent, retain the
qualifications instead of filling the gaps with a seamless narrative.

Gerrit’s resistance affiliation, execution and family aftermath are supported by the inspected record. The next
stage is to recover the decisions and relationships behind those administrative facts while preserving the limits
of what can presently be known. [42–54]
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RESTORED PRIMARY-SOURCE FACSIMILES 60

Restored source image: Elburger Courant, 27 February 1970
This full-page source image was present in the original family research report but was omitted from the merged booklet.
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Restored source image: Apeldoorn civil death register, entry 795
The original register page records Gerrit Blaauw's death on 8 March 1945; declaration registered 14 May 1945.
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RESTORED FAMILY-RESEARCH FINDINGS 62

Additional family-research findings restored

LO memorial-book lead
Family research correspondence reported that a postwar LO memorial book may list “Gerrit Blaauw,” note “Tevens: RvV,” and
give an arrest date and suspicion of helping Allied airmen. The book title, edition, page and exact wording were not
established in the original report, so this remains a research lead rather than a confirmed quotation.

Distribution-office robbery — an important distinction
A separate local history records the successful Elburg distribution-office robbery of 13 July 1944 and names Aart Hoekert as
the employee who provided information to the resistance group. Gerrit is listed among office employees, but the source does
not establish that Gerrit participated in that robbery. This distinction is important and is retained here.

1970 newspaper: “Tiem”
The 27 February 1970 Elburger Courant account also describes Gerrit sheltering a Jewish man called “Tiem” after he escaped
a raid, placing Gerrit within a wider local network of hiding places, couriers and aid. The original family report cautioned that
the supplied transcription was OCR-corrupted; the original scan remains authoritative for exact wording.

Prison letter / Organisation Todt
The 1970 account says Gerrit’s wife received a reassuring letter from fellow prisoner Gerrit Breukelaar after Gerrit had been
taken away. According to the OCR, the letter said Gerrit was being sent to work for Organisation Todt and was in good health.
The report cautioned that the later notification date may be misread in the OCR and should be checked against the scan.

Bible and funeral readings
The contemporary 18 May 1945 funeral clipping records Romans 8:28–39 at the home service, 2 Timothy 4:6–8 at the
graveside, and a short address based on Joshua 1. Willem van Norel separately recalled that Gerrit’s small Bible may have
survived with an underlined passage. The research does not establish which passage was underlined or where the Bible is
now.
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RESTORED REFERENCES AND SOURCE BOUNDARIES 63

References and research leads retained from the original report

Civil registration
OpenArchieven — Gerrit Blaauw record linked to Apeldoorn entry 795. Gelders Archief — archival register 0207A_32313,
item 11432881. The register image is NL-AhGldA_0207A_32313-0026.jpg; entry 795 is the relevant entry.

National Archives / Blair lead
The National Archives catalogue lead is C14084597, WO 208/3327/3058, “Pilot Officer D Blair,” service number 190913. The
catalogue notes that related information may also occur in WO 208/5582–5583. The catalogue entry is a lead, not the
underlying evasion report.

Comparison still required
Before tying the National Archives file conclusively to Spitfire TA837, compare the full name, rank, every service number,
aircraft and unit, crash date and location, evasion route, helpers and liberation details. The TA837 sources associate the pilot
with service number 1514313; the revised booklet discusses the documentary relationship between 190913 and 1514313.

Source boundary
The separately supplied Oldebroek register image believed by the family to concern Gerrit’s daughter is not evidence about
Gerrit and is not used to support his biography, resistance work, arrest or death.

Audit result
The merged booklet already retained the friend booklet’s larger documentary apparatus, photographs, map section,
appendices and references. This restoration specifically adds the two source-image pages and the distinctive family-research
findings that had been lost when the original 11-page report was condensed into the integrated update.



October 2026 research addenda

The full later research update, including the 1970 newspaper findings and Apeldoorn

death-register evidence.
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GERRIT BLAAUW
Family research report: resistance work, the Spitfire TA837, arrest, execution, and

family records

Prepared October 2026

Purpose

This report gathers the information shared in the family correspondence, the supplied 1945 funeral clipping, the

automatically transcribed 1970 Elburger Courant article, and the historical websites and records reviewed so far. It

distinguishes details supported by more than one source from claims that still need checking against original

documents.

Important source note: the 1970 newspaper text was transcribed automatically and contains substantial

OCR errors. Names, dates, quotations, and exact locations from that transcription should be verified

against the original page image.

At a glance

Person / event Best-supported information so far

Gerrit Blaauw Born 6 May 1907 in Oldebroek; resistance worker; employed at Elburg distribution office; executed at
Woeste Hoeve on 8 March 1945.

Spitfire Supermarine Spitfire LF.IX TA837, No. 349 Squadron; forced landing near Oosterwolde on 6
February 1945 after flak damage.

Pilot RAF service number 1514313. Sources variously call him Dick, David, or Donald Blair. David is
supported by the London Gazette and Museum Sjoel Elburg.

Family record The supplied newspaper clipping reports Gerrit’s reburial at Oosterwolde on 15 May 1945 and cites
Bible readings at the services.
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1. Gerrit Blaauw: life and resistance work
Local historical accounts identify Gerrit Blaauw as born on 6 May 1907 in Oldebroek. He worked as a driver when

younger and later at the Elburg distribution office. He married Jannetje Fikse in 1929; family notes describe five

children. The local account says his work at the distribution office gave him an opportunity to get ration coupons

illegally to people in hiding. It also describes courier work and activity in the Raad van Verzet (RvV) on the North

Veluwe. Elburg wartime history: Gerrit Blaauw

The shared researcher correspondence adds that a postwar LO memorial book reportedly lists “Gerrit Blaauw,” notes

“Tevens: RvV,” and gives an arrest date and suspicion of helping Allied airmen. This is a promising independent lead,

but the book title, edition, page, and exact original wording should be verified before treating the quotation as

confirmed.

The 1970 newspaper transcription also recounts Gerrit sheltering a Jewish man called “Tiem” after he escaped a raid.

It portrays Gerrit as part of a wider local network of hiding places, couriers, and aid. The text is badly OCR-corrupted,

so this report summarizes rather than reproduces its uncertain details.

Distribution-office robbery: an important distinction

A separate local history documents the successful robbery of the Elburg distribution office on 13 July 1944. It names

Aart Hoekert as the employee who provided information to the resistance group carrying out that robbery. Gerrit is

listed among office employees, but the article does not establish that he participated in that operation. Elburg wartime

history: distribution-office robbery

2. Spitfire TA837 and the Oosterwolde crash
The Dutch loss register identifies a Supermarine Spitfire LF.IX, serial TA837, code GE-, with No. 349 Squadron RAF.

On 6 February 1945 it was hit by flak and crash-landed along the Winterdijk near Oosterwolde, northeast of Elburg.

The entry records 12:15 and lists an armed reconnaissance mission with Bremen as the target. The accompanying

evader page describes the sortie as reconnaissance over the northeastern Netherlands. The operation’s target label

and the described flight area are not fully reconciled in the sources reviewed.

SGLO loss register, T5203 | AirHistory Spitfire production record for TA837

The 1970 article gives a local sequence: the pilot landed near Huize Morren/Ezelhoek; Henk Blaauw encountered him

and helped him hide in a work hut near the Waaskolk. The article says a local woman lent a bicycle, and later two

police agents helped move the pilot in civilian clothes through German checkpoints. Other local residents gave him

shelter before he was guided toward Arnhem and across the lines. Museum Sjoel Elburg independently confirms the

Winterdijk landing, civilian clothes, Henk’s retrieval of the parachute and dinghy, and the later search of the Blaauw

home. Museum Sjoel Elburg account

The 1970 text says the German forces later blew up the wreck. It then describes Henk returning to retrieve a gun,

being detained, and the parachute being discovered in the Blaauw home. These details are plausible and add

substantially to the local account, but should be checked against the newspaper scan because the supplied transcript

is noisy.

https://elburginoorlogstijd.nl/oorlogsverhalen/gerritblaauw/
https://elburginoorlogstijd.nl/oorlogsverhalen/overvaldistributiekantoor/
https://elburginoorlogstijd.nl/oorlogsverhalen/overvaldistributiekantoor/
https://www.verliesregister.studiegroepluchtoorlog.nl/ahome/lossregister/results?sglo=T5203
https://www.airhistory.org.uk/spitfire/p105.html
https://sjoelelburg.nl/joodse-onderduiklocaties/oosterwolde-winterdijk-28-g-w-mensink/
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3. Arrest, imprisonment, and execution
The consistent outline is that Henk’s detention led Gerrit to surrender to German authorities. Gerrit was arrested, taken

to the Koning Willem III barracks in Apeldoorn, and transferred to De Kruisberg prison in Doetinchem. After the attack

on SS and police chief Hanns Albin Rauter near Woeste Hoeve on the night of 6-7 March 1945, German authorities

carried out mass reprisals. Gerrit was among the prisoners executed at Woeste Hoeve on 8 March 1945. Elburg

wartime history | Doetinchem Remembers: Woeste Hoeve

The 1970 article adds that Gerrit’s wife received a reassuring letter from fellow prisoner Gerrit Breukelaar after Blaauw

had been taken away. According to the OCR, the letter suggested Gerrit was being sent to work for Organisation Todt

and was in good health. His family therefore still hoped he would return. The article’s OCR appears to misread the

year in the later notification; use the scan before citing that date.

Arrest-date discrepancy

Published summaries give 13 or 14 February for the arrest sequence; the 1970 transcription also

appears to distinguish an SD raid at Huize Old Putten on 13 February from Henk’s later return to the

wreck. These may be separate events. Do not collapse the dates into a single arrest chronology until the

original newspaper and archival records are compared.

4. Reburial and the funeral clipping
The user-supplied newspaper clipping dated 18 May 1945 reports that Gerrit’s remains were buried in Oosterwolde on

Tuesday afternoon, 15 May. It describes a large gathering of family, friends, authorities, and N.B.S. members. Twelve

N.B.S. members carried the coffin, which was covered with the Dutch tricolour and wreaths. Speakers included

Reverend V. Wijk, the mayor of Doornspijk, a representative of the distribution service, and district commander R. van

Putten.

The article records Romans 8:28-39 at the home service and 2 Timothy 4:6-8 at the graveside. Its final lines mention a

short address based on Joshua 1, but the supplied clipping ends before the verse is completed. Willem van Norel

separately recalled that a small Bible may have survived, with a passage Gerrit underlined while imprisoned. The

funeral readings are a research clue only; they do not establish which passage Gerrit marked in his own Bible.

5. The pilot: name, escape, and later life
The sources disagree on the pilot’s given name. The 1970 transcription calls him “Dick Blair”; Museum Sjoel Elburg

calls him David Blair; SGLO lists Donald Blair. All identify the event with aircraft TA837 or service number 1514313.

The London Gazette entry lists service number 1514313 as David Blair. For now, David Blair is the best-supported

name, while the discrepancy should remain visible pending the original escape report or service file.

London Gazette, 13 March 1945 | SGLO evader record E0942

SGLO’s account says the pilot was liberated on 18 April 1945 when an advancing SAS column reached the area, and

that he arrived back in the United Kingdom two days later. A reliable postwar biography, death record, or evidence that

he was still alive in 2026 has not been established in the research completed so far. His later fate remains unknown.

https://elburginoorlogstijd.nl/oorlogsverhalen/gerritblaauw/
https://elburginoorlogstijd.nl/oorlogsverhalen/gerritblaauw/
https://www.doetinchemherdenkt.nl/woeste-hoeve-25
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/36978/supplement/1375/data.pdf
https://www.verliesregister.studiegroepluchtoorlog.nl/ahome/evaders/results?enummer=E0942
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6. Family correspondence and records already pursued
• Local researcher Willem van Norel says he has little more to add to the established story but points to the 27 February

1970 issue of the Elburger Courant, which contains a substantial article on Gerrit. The family supplied an

automatically transcribed text display; the original scan remains the authority for exact readings.

• Willem believes Gerrit’s small Bible may have survived and recalls an underlined passage, but he did not confirm its

location or wording.

• Willem suggested speaking with Henk Blaauw’s widow or children. The user has already spoken with these in-laws;

this family-source lead is covered.

• The family also shared a contemporary 18 May 1945 funeral clipping, transcribed in section 4 above.

Privacy note: the researcher’s correspondence includes a private address for a potentially living person. This report omits it.

7. Chronology

Date Event

6 May 1907 Gerrit Blaauw born in Oldebroek.

7 March 1929 Marriage to Jannetje Fikse, according to the family-research summary.

13 July 1944 Successful robbery of the Elburg distribution office; local history names Aart Hoekert as the
insider.

6 February 1945, 12:15 Spitfire TA837 hit by flak and crash-lands near Winterdijk, Oosterwolde; pilot evades capture.

February 1945, exact day
unsettled

Henk returns to the wreck, is detained after Germans find aviation material at the Blaauw
home; Gerrit surrenders and is arrested.

After arrest Gerrit held at Koning Willem III barracks, Apeldoorn, then De Kruisberg, Doetinchem.

Night of 6-7 March 1945 Attack on Hanns Albin Rauter near Woeste Hoeve.

8 March 1945 Gerrit executed at Woeste Hoeve in reprisal killings.

13 March 1945 According to the 1970 article, Gerrit’s wife received a reassuring letter from fellow prisoner
Gerrit Breukelaar; confirm date and wording from scan.

15 May 1945 Reburial at Oosterwolde, according to the supplied contemporary clipping.

18 May 1945 Date printed on the funeral report clipping.

27 February 1970 Date of the longer retrospective article in the Elburger Courant.
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8. Sources and confidence notes
SGLO Loss Register, T5203 - Aircraft, unit, date, time, loss location, target and mission classification.

SGLO Evader record, E0942 - Pilot’s escape narrative, service number, route through hiding places and liberation date; given name conflicts
with other sources.

Elburg wartime history: Gerrit Blaauw - Biographical summary, ration-coupon assistance, courier work, RvV, arrest and reburial.

Museum Sjoel Elburg: Winterdijk 28 - Local account of the crash, Henk, material taken from the plane, German search and Gerrit’s
surrender.

Elburg wartime history: distribution-office robbery - History of the Elburg office and July 1944 robbery; distinguishes Gerrit as an employee
from named insider Aart Hoekert.

Doetinchem Remembers: Woeste Hoeve - Local memorial information and details about Gerrit and his son in the Spitfire episode.

AirHistory Spitfire production record, TA837 - Aircraft serial and brief record of flak damage, Oosterwolde landing and evasion.

The London Gazette, 13 March 1945 - Lists RAF service number 1514313 as David Blair.

User-supplied 18 May 1945 clipping - Contemporary report of Gerrit’s funeral and reburial; source image supplied in this chat.

User-supplied 27 February 1970 newspaper transcription - Retrospective narrative of the Spitfire crash and local resistance; OCR must
be checked against original scan.

Correspondence from Willem van Norel - Research leads concerning the 1970 article, the Bible and family sources; the user has already
consulted the in-law family sources.

Open research questions

• Verify the 1970 article against its original scan, especially the pilot’s name, exact crash/recovery sequence, Henk’s

detention date, Gerrit’s surrender date, and the wording and date of the fellow-prisoner letter.

• Resolve whether pilot 1514313 should be identified as David, Dick, or Donald Blair; consult his escape report and No.

349 Squadron records.

• Ask Willem if he knows who last held Gerrit’s Bible or can identify the underlined verse.

• Locate the LO memorial book entry and record its exact title, publication details, page, and transcription.

• Determine whether any reliable postwar record establishes the pilot’s later life or death.

• Reconcile the mission listing “Bremen” with the evader account describing armed reconnaissance over northeastern

Netherlands.

Scope and limitations

This is a working family-history report, not an archival certification. Some online sources are local-history summaries

and may repeat earlier accounts. The full 1970 article text was supplied as automatic transcription rather than an

independently checked scan. The report preserves discrepancies rather than silently choosing among conflicting dates

or names. No files under the project’s sources/ directory were edited.

https://www.verliesregister.studiegroepluchtoorlog.nl/ahome/lossregister/results?sglo=T5203
https://www.verliesregister.studiegroepluchtoorlog.nl/ahome/evaders/results?enummer=E0942
https://elburginoorlogstijd.nl/oorlogsverhalen/gerritblaauw/
https://sjoelelburg.nl/joodse-onderduiklocaties/oosterwolde-winterdijk-28-g-w-mensink/
https://elburginoorlogstijd.nl/oorlogsverhalen/overvaldistributiekantoor/
https://www.doetinchemherdenkt.nl/woeste-hoeve-25
https://www.airhistory.org.uk/spitfire/p105.html
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/36978/supplement/1375/data.pdf
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ADDENDUM: 1970 NEWSPAPER SCAN
The original page image supplied by the family was checked against the earlier automatic transcription. This

addendum records details that can now be read directly from the scan and appends the full page image.

Details verified from the scan

Crash and pilot: The article says the single-seat Spitfire came over the North Veluwe on the morning of 6 February

1945. It names the pilot “Dick Blair” and says he was from Spalding, Australia. It places the landing opposite Huize

Morren, slightly left of the Ezelshoek, in the Oosterwolde polder. The article speculates the engine was running

irregularly; the SGLO loss register separately records flak damage. These are distinct accounts of cause, not a

resolved technical finding.

Henk’s first help: The article calls Henk Blaauw 14 years old. He met the pilot, helped him hide in a work hut near the

Waaskolk, and was lent a bicycle by Aalberta van Hattem. Later, two Oosterwolde police agents, Van Heerde and

Oolbekkink, helped move the pilot in civilian clothes. The article says Henne van de Brink then took him onward; he

stayed with Hendrik Boeve, Jan Akster, and the Hagen family. Corrie Hagen reportedly sheltered him for about six

weeks before he was smuggled through Arnhem across the German lines.

Henk’s detention and Gerrit’s surrender: The article explicitly dates Henk’s return to the wreck and detention to 13
February 1945, his day off from school. He was trying to remove a machine gun when German troops approached.

The Germans questioned and beat him, searched the Blaauw home, and found the parachute in the attic. Gerrit left

the distribution office and surrendered at the Elburg German police headquarters. Henk was released that evening;

Gerrit was held. This scan supports 13 February for this sequence, while SGLO gives 14 February. The date

difference remains unresolved.

Gerrit’s work: The article specifically attributes to Gerrit sabotage of threshing machines, cutting telephone cables,

falsifying distribution papers, transporting weapons, and distributing resistance newspapers including Strijdend

Nederland and Trouw. It also describes him sheltering a Jewish man in hiding (called Tiem in the article) and helping

move Tiem’s family to several safe houses.

After arrest: The article says Gerrit was moved to the Koning Willem III barracks in Apeldoorn and then De Kruisberg

in Doetinchem. It recounts a reassuring letter from fellow prisoner Gerrit Breukelaar, received by Gerrit’s wife on 13

March, saying Blaauw had been taken away to work for Organisation Todt and was in good spirits. The family learned

on 11 May 1945 that he had died at Woeste Hoeve. These details are legible in the scan and correct the OCR

transcript’s erroneous year.

Name discrepancy remains
The scan clearly prints “Dick Blair.” Other sources use David or Donald Blair. The London Gazette identifies
service number 1514313 as David Blair, while the SGLO evader page says Donald. The article does not give a
service number, so the discrepancy should stay flagged until the RAF/escape file is checked.

This is a retrospective newspaper account published 25 years after the events. It is valuable local testimony, but claims such as the pilot’s
precise name/origin and Gerrit’s individual actions should still be compared with wartime records and other witnesses.



SOURCE IMAGE: ELBURGER COURANT, 27 FEBRUARY 1970
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ADDENDUM: CIVIL DEATH REGISTRATION
The newly supplied image is entry no. 795 in Apeldoorn’s civil death register. It records a declaration made on 14 May

1945 about Gerrit Blaauw’s death on 8 March 1945.

Plain-English transcription

“On this day, the fourteenth of May, nineteen hundred and forty-five, there appeared before me, the undersigned

Registrar of the Civil Registry of Apeldoorn, at the municipal office: Willem van de Weg, aged forty-seven years,

farmer, residing here, having personal knowledge of the death, who declared to me that on the eighth of March of this

year, at nine o’clock, at the age of thirty-seven years, there died here: Gerrit Blaauw, distribution clerk, born in

Oldebroek, residing in Doornspijk, married to Jannetje Fikse, son of Hendrik Blaauw, deceased, and Hendrikje Flier,

farmer’s wife, residing in Oldebroek.”

What this confirms

The register independently confirms Gerrit’s occupation as a distribution clerk, his birth place and residence, his

marriage to Jannetje Fikse, his parents’ names, and his age as 37. Most importantly, it distinguishes the date of death
(8 March 1945, 9 a.m.) from the date the death was registered (14 May 1945).

The register’s “here” is the place recorded by the Apeldoorn civil authority; this entry does not itself name
Woeste Hoeve. The execution site is established by other records. The declarant is Willem van de Weg, a
47-year-old farmer who stated that he knew of the death firsthand. The handwritten marginal note is not
transcribed here because it is not sufficiently clear in this image.

Source: user-supplied image NL-AhGldA_0207A_32313-0026.jpg, entry no. 795. The appendix image is cropped to show entry 795 and its
marginal note; the adjacent entry is omitted.



SOURCE IMAGE: APELDOORN CIVIL DEATH REGISTER, ENTRY NO. 795
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RESEARCH ADDENDA
New archival references and findings for the October 2026 family research report

ONLINE ARCHIVE LINKS FOR THE APELDOORN DEATH ENTRY

The report already includes the supplied image of Apeldoorn civil death-register entry no. 795, its plain-English
transcription, and a cropped image appendix. The two links below provide online access points for that same archival
record/page; they are not separate accounts of the death.

The entry records that Gerrit Blaauw, a distribution clerk aged 37, died on 8 March 1945 at 9 a.m. The declaration was
registered in Apeldoorn on 14 May 1945 by Willem van de Weg, who stated that he had personal knowledge of the
death. It gives Gerrit's birthplace as Oldebroek, residence as Doornspijk, wife as Jannetje Fikse, and parents as Hendrik
Blaauw (deceased) and Hendrikje Flier. The entry itself does not name Woeste Hoeve; other sources identify the
execution site.

Archive links

• OpenArchieven: Gerrit Blaauw record - digital access link supplied by the family.

• Gelders Archief: register entry and image - catalogue link for archival unit 0207A_32313, item 11432881.

Reading note
The register image NL-AhGldA_0207A_32313-0026.jpg shows entry 795 and adjoining entry 796. Only entry 795 concerns Gerrit.
These archive links strengthen the provenance of the already-transcribed Apeldoorn record; they do not constitute independent
death evidence.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES EVASION FILE FOR D. BLAIR

The National Archives catalogue describes WO 208/3327/3058 as a file for “Pilot Officer D Blair (service number
190913), Service: RAF.” The catalogue summary says he evaded capture in Holland and contacted Allied Forces. It
dates the record broadly to 1940-1945 and marks it open. The catalogue says possible information about this individual,
including appendices, may be present in WO 208/5582-5583.

National Archives catalogue: WO 208/3327/3058 (record C14084597). Held at The National Archives, Kew, in
southwest London.

How it relates to the Spitfire pilot

This is a promising lead because its summary matches two broad elements of the Oosterwolde case: an RAF pilot
named Blair and evasion in Holland. The TA837 pilot is associated in the loss and evader sources with service number
1514313; the National Archives catalogue gives 190913. Its short description does not state an aircraft, crash location,
or date specific enough to prove the records refer to the same person. The number difference remains unresolved;
inspect the file before identifying the entries as one pilot or different pilots.

The full file may give an evasion report, route, dates, aliases, and contacts that can be compared with the
TA837/Oosterwolde account. The catalogue description alone does not answer those questions. WO 208/5582-5583
may contain related material and should be checked as separate catalogue items if the Blair file is ordered.

Comparison checklist
Compare the pilot's full name, rank, every service number shown, aircraft and unit, crash date and location, evasion route, and
liberation details. A match on “Blair” and Holland is suggestive; aircraft, location, and dates are the discriminating evidence.

https://www.openarchieven.nl/gld:18EC330A-CBFF-4196-8DB9-7380AEC2B1BF
https://www.geldersarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mizig=236&miadt=37&miaet=54&micode=0207A_32313&minr=11432881&miview=ldt
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C14084597
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UPDATED SOURCE LIST
Additional links supplied or identified after the original report

Civil registration

OpenArchieven - Gerrit Blaauw, record linked to Apeldoorn entry 795

Gelders Archief - archival register page, 0207A_32313, item 11432881

RAF evasion file

The National Archives - WO 208/3327/3058, Pilot Officer D Blair, service number 190913

Catalogue-related references

WO 208/5582-5583 - cited by the catalogue as potentially containing further information, including appendices, about
Pilot Officer D Blair. Confirm the catalogue descriptions and whether these are distinct orderable items before
requesting copies.

Source limits and next step

The OpenArchieven and Gelders Archief links provide access points for the civil register evidence already transcribed in
the report. The National Archives Blair entry is a separate catalogue lead. Its short catalogue description is not the
underlying evasion report; reading the file is the next step needed to test whether it concerns the pilot of TA837.

This revised edition retains the original report and its scan appendices, then adds these two pages. The later-shared Oldebroek
register image believed by the family to concern Gerrit's daughter is not included or used as evidence in this report.

https://www.openarchieven.nl/gld:18EC330A-CBFF-4196-8DB9-7380AEC2B1BF
https://www.geldersarchief.nl/bronnen/archieven?mizig=236&miadt=37&miaet=54&micode=0207A_32313&minr=11432881&miview=ldt
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C14084597


